
 
                                      May 2016 Tidings 

God to enfold you, Christ to uphold you,  
 Spirit to keep you in heaven’s sight; 

 So may God grace you, heal and embrace you, 
 Lead you through darkness into the light. 

Ancient Celtic Blessing, Carmina Gadelica, 

Adapted by John Bell  

 

 The mornings are filled with the sounds of wild geese who have returned to our neighborhood to give 

birth and nurture their goslings.  I do not find the call of the wild goose particular lyrical; honestly, the incessant 

honking gets a bit irritating at times.  Their honking makes me wonder why the ancient Christian Celts began to 

use the wild goose as a symbol for the Holy Spirit.  From my experience of walking on the bike paths, wild geese 

get messy and loud and refuse to be ignored.  Perhaps that is the very reason the Celts claimed the wild goose as 

a reminder of the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit can make our lives messy and yet vital, rather than being ignored, the 

Holy Spirit simply calls louder in our lives to get us to pay attention.  

 Over the past six months, I have heard the Holy Spirit calling me to engage in a time of renewal. At first 

the call was quiet and I could ignore it and put my mind to other tasks.  Yet, the Holy Spirit kept calling me, 

louder and louder to take time to step back from all the tasks of active ministry and spend time reconnecting 

with the Holy One.   

 I will begin my three month renewal leave on the Western Scottish Island of Iona on May 21st.   The island 

of Iona was thought to be home of one of the first Celtic Christian Monasteries.  Today the Iona Community is a 

dispersed Christian ecumenical community working for peace and social justice, rebuilding of community and the 

renewal of worship.  For a week, I will be joining with others from all over the world in daily worship, work and 

reflection.  

 After a week on the Island of Iona, Lynn will join me for a time of exploring Scotland by car.  After we 

return to Eugene in early June, I hope to spend the remainder of my renewal time getting into a rhythm of 

regular hikes and day trips to explore the beautiful Pacific Northwest.  I am sure that reading, journaling and 

sharing coffee with friends and family will be part of my renewal time. I have created a new Facebook page titled 

“Roberta’s Renewal Leave Community” if you would like to follow my adventure.  

 Ryan will increase his hours over the summer to provide primary pastoral care.  In addition, Elaine Brown, 

Jan Peterson, Pat Rankin and Jennifer Williams will serve as the lay pastoral care team this summer.  I take this 

renewal leave confident that over the next three months, God will enfold you, Christ will uphold you and the 

Spirit will keep you.   

 Grace and Blessings, 

Pastor Roberta 



“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, do not rely on your own insight. In all ways acknowledge God, 

and God will make straight your paths.”  -Proverbs 3: 5-6 

 As the days go by we get closer and closer to Pastor Roberta’s renewal leave and my blood 

pressure creeps upward. All joking aside I am excited to be able to lead our congregation this summer. 

I am looking at this summer as an opportunity to grow in my pastoral skills and put to test some of the 

knowledge I have gained from Pastoral Licensing School and the Course of Study Program at the 

Claremont School of Theology.  

Throughout May, I will continue working at my current ¼ time rate in addition to my hours as Youth Coordinator. Beginning 

in June, I will step up to ½ time in addition to hours as Youth Coordinator. In July and August I will be full time and my hours 

as Youth Coordinator will be absorbed into my full time work. Having this step by step increase in working hours allows me 

to complete my contract year as an After School Site Director for the Willamalane Park and Recreation District. 

Pastor Roberta and I have put together a Lay support team whose purpose will be to support me in prayer and practical 

assistance. I have different gifts for ministry than Pastor Roberta has. The Lay Support Team will help to fill in the gaps, so 

that there is continuity over the summer. Also, the Rev. Gary Powell will provide support to Trinity by presiding over 

communion in July and August and preaching when I am gone at Claremont for the Course of Study Program.  

I am planning on having fun this summer and I hope you can share in the excitement with me! We will be kicking summer 

worship off with Pentecost on May 15th our word of focus for the Pentecost Season is Awaken! We will focus on how the 

Holy Spirit awakens us to new possibilities. Beginning in June and July we will be diving into a worship series titled: “The 

Kingdom of God is Like…” During this series we will look at some of the parables of Jesus and God’s design for the Kingdom. 

In August we will be celebrating “Revival Days at Trinity” where we will participate in upbeat worship and hear messages of 

hope and renewal. I am looking forward to all the fun that we are going to have in worship this summer.  

Pastor Roberta will be greatly missed while she is on renewal leave, but I am grateful for the opportunity to grow further in 

my Pastoral capabilities. It’s going to take trust in God. Trust that if I fail I will be supported. Trust that God is doing new and 

exciting things here at TUMC. I will need to trust in my abilities as a leader and in your abilities as a congregation to step up 

when needed. By the Grace of God I trust that this summer will be simply awesome and I look forward to sharing it with all 

of you. 

In Peace,

Pastor Ryan 

 

 

May Worship 

May 1st  Reside in Love    John 15: 9-17, Psalm 98   

May 8th  Always Blessed, Always Blessing  Ephesians 1: 15-19, Luke 24: 44-53 

May 15th  Awaken - Pentecost    Acts 2: 1-4, 12-16, Romans 8: 14-17 

May 22nd  Awaken – Truth    John 16: 12-15, Proverbs 8: 1-4 

May 29th  Awaken – Reality    Luke 7: 1-10, Galatians 1: 1-12 

 



 

The May Trinity Messy Church Celebration will be held on Saturday, May 21st  

4pm-6pm.  The theme for this month is God’s Gentleness.  We will be planting flowers, 

making bubble wands and much more!  If you haven’t attended Messy Church we 

encourage you to come by and meet these wonderful families. Join us for fun, 

activities, worship and dinner – please bring a side dish to share with others. This will be our last 

Messy Church of the season until we start back up in September.  But be sure to watch our Facebook 

page and the Sunday bulletin for special summer events!  Our first Messy Movie Night of the summer 

will be held on Friday, June 17th at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.  Join us!!  

 

The Trinity Summer Activity Fair & Potluck will be held on Sunday, May 22nd 

immediately following worship.  Please bring a dish to share with others and sign up for 

some fun summer outings.  If you have a class, outing or activity you would like to host, 

please contact Dave Chavez to discuss the details. You can reach Dave via email at 

Dave97404chavez@yahoo.com or by calling 541-968-1981.  

 

Upcoming Activity Fair Events 

Tape Worms Movie Night and Potluck for Adults is held the 2nd Friday of each month 

at the home of Mike and Jan Peterson.  Bring a dish to share with others at 7pm and 

then watch a movie together with friends. The movie for May is The Martian.   

Sewing with Friends is held every Tuesday afternoon at 1pm in the ABC classroom.           

Bring a project to work on and feel free to ask for help. 

 

Prayer Shawl Knitting Group is held every Thursday at 1pm at the home of Lorraine 

Robinson.  Please bring a dish to share with others. Don’t knit?  No problem!  We invite 

you to come by and enjoy some great food and conversation.  Call the church office for 

Lorraine’s address.   

Summer Family Movie Nights will be held in our Fellowship Hall on Friday, June 17th  and 

July 15th at 6:30pm.  Bring a snack to share with others and feel free to bring your friends!  

Look for movie titles on our Facebook page.  

 

The Trinity Women’s Group will be touring the Eugene Mission on 

Wednesday, May 11th.  If you would like to carpool over please meet them in 

the Trinity Parking lot at 10am.  The Eugene Mission serves approximately 700 

meals per day and provides 300-400 beds per night.  If you haven’t visited the 

mission we encourage you to come along with us and see all the great work they are doing.   
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Graduation Sunday will be held Sunday, June 12th during worship.  If you have 

someone in your family who is graduating and you would like them to be recognized 

during the service, please email a photo and short bio to the church office no later 

than June 3rd.  You can also drop off a picture to be scanned in the church offiice 

Tuesday-Thursday 10am-2pm. Church email is office@trinityumceugene.org  

 

Join us for worship on Sunday, May 22nd  - It’s Choir Sunday!!  The Chancel 

Choir will be taking a break for the summer so join us for a service filled with music!  

Choir Sunday is always a favorite of the congregation so you won’t want to miss it!   

 

We want to thank you for your generous gifts to the roof fund.  We have raised 

$16,860.32!  We will begin the roofing project over the Fellowship Hall later this 

summer. If you have questions about the roof project or other property concerns, please 

contact the church office or attend the Facility Team meeting the 3rd Monday of each 

month at 7pm in the church office.  Thank you!!  

 

Trinity UMC will host a Messy Church VBS Day Camp Monday July 18th-22nd.  The 

camp will be for kids preschool – 5th grade and will be a  half day camp (9am-noon)   More 

details will be available later this month so look in upcoming bulletins and next month’s 

newsletter.  If you are interested in helping out, plaese contact the church office.  We will 

need help with snacks, crafts and music.  Thank you! 

 

You are invited to take part in worship at General Conference and 

experience the love and presence of God with people from around the globe.  

There will be choirs, musicians and leaders from all over the world and it will 

be a something you won’t want to miss.  Opening worship will be held on 

Tuesday, May 10th at 2pm.  This service is the longest and will last about 90 

minutes.  On Saturday morning, May 14th at 8am there will be a unique service featuring youth from 

Oregon and around the world.  A hip-hop dance esemble from the Philippines will perform as well as the 

intergenerational marimba ensemble from Tigard UMC.  Worship will take place every day of the 

Conference.  Visit the website to find out information about speakers, performances and times.  If you 

aren’t able to attend General Conference as a visitor you can watch live streaming of the event at 

www.umc.org/gc2016.   

 

It’s Time to Register for Spring and Summer Camps! - Camp and Retreat Ministries 

has rolled out a brand new registration system. Online registration for all of your favorite 

camps is now open. They welcome feedback on your registration experience. So head 

on over and try it out. An added bonus - Registering early gives you a discount. Visit 

www.gocamping.org to register for camp or to find out more information.                            

Camp information is also available at the rear of the sanctuary.   
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Don’t forget to bring your FISH food pantry donations to church on Sunday 
morning.  They are in need of canned meats, soups, pasta sauces, 
macaroni and cheese, canned vegetables and fruit.  Summer vacation is just 
around the corner and kids will be home and hungry.  FISH accepts cash 
donations as well and you can drop them in the offering plate (marked FISH) 
or bring to the church office.  Thank you for helping to feed hungry families 
in our neighborhood! 

 
 
Did You Know We’re On Facebook? Visit our Facebook page for Mission Mondays, 
Theology Tuesdays, Throwback Thursdays and Funny Fridays.  We also post information 
about upcoming events, services and prayer requests. Be sure to LIKE our page when you 
visit that Trinity UMC shows up on your newsfeed. - www.facebook.com/440maxwell/ 
 

 
Have you signed up for Online Giving?  It’s fast, easy and secure!  To sign 
up online, go to our website www.trinityumceugene.org and click the ONLINE 
GIVING tab.  Click the link and you’re ready to go!  If you’d like help signing up 
please go in to the church office and Jennifer will be happy to set you up.   
 

 
 
A Memorial Service will be held for Lorraine Abbott on Saturday, May 7th at 2pm 
here at Trnity UMC.  Lorraine passed away on April 1st.  The Memorial Service for 
Alberta Steadman will be held on Saturday, June 18th at 3pm.  The Steadman family 
will host a catered lunch following the service in the Fellowship Hall.   
 

 

Financial Corner 

Condensed Statement 

As of 03/31/2016 

Income:  YTD  BUDGET YTD 

Pledges & Plate  $35,211.00 $34,625.00 

Rental Income  $11,840.00 $10,244.00 

Other Income   $2,912.00 $2,276.00 

Total Income   $49,963.00 $47,145.00 

Total Expenses $49,372.00 $46,311.00 

Net Income (Loss) $591.00 $ 834.00 

 

May Thank Offering will go to  

FISH Food Pantry 

The April Thank Offering for Camp 

Scholarships Raised $426.60!   

 

 

 

 

June Tidings Deadline is May 22nd    

We welcome your news, announcements and articles for upcoming newsletters.  Please submit 

articles to Jennifer Williams in person or by email office@trinityumceugene.org.  Thank you! 
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  Don’t’ forget Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 8th!   
 
 

 
 

May Birthdays: 7th Karen Berlin, 9th Bob Dick, 10th Tom Rydbom,               
12th Al Kimura 15th Ely Cleland, 18th Danny Stephens, 19th Dorothy 
Robbins, 25th  Ann Brown, 31st Kathy Cleland. 
May Anniversaries: 10th Don & Pam Bray, 17th Al & Joyce Kimura, 
20th Mark & Donna Anderson 
 
Don’t forget to join the Birthday Club!  Make a donation equal to 
your age & we’ll honor you with a “cupcake” in the Fellowship Hall.  
Donations help the church pay for monthly operating expenses.  

 
 
Trinity United Methodist Church                                                                                                           

Office Hours: Tuesday- Thursday 10am-2pm Closed Monday, Friday & Holidays                                               

440 Maxwell Road  Eugene, OR  97401                                                                                                          

Email: office@trinityumceugene.org            Phone 541-688- 3269         Web: trinityumceugene.org 
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