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Trinity Tidings: December 2021 

 

 
 

 
We are excited to introduce our new Pastor, Deena Wolfe! 

 
 Deena is a Licensed Local Pastor and an 

endorsed Chaplain with the United Methodist 
Church. Deena also works with Cascade Health as a 
bereavement coordinator and Chaplain. She 
graduated from Clairmont School of Theology and 
received an MA in Counseling from Bushnell 
University (formerly Northwest Christian College). 

She is a licensed counselor with training in crisis management and grief. 
Deena has been a Pastor since August of 2014, previously serving in 
Monroe and at Valley Church in Veneta. She is the chair of the 
Fellowship of Licensed Local Pastors and Certified Lay Ministers and 
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serves on the Oregon-Idaho Board of Ordained Ministry. Deena would 
like the congregation to know that she always has time for you. Please do 
not hesitate to reach out via call or text. You are the reason she is here, 
and she loves to hear people’s stories!   
 
 

A message from Pastor Deena 
(from her report to the Charge Conference) 

 
We have covered a lot of ground in just over 4 months. There have 

been some difficult conversations about what may need to be left behind, 
and things which need to be overcome. Continuing in a pandemic has 
added some additional challenges. Sermons have focused on listening to 
Spirit and providing encouragement to tell our stories. Stories of where 
God is at work in us personally, and where God is at work in this local 
church and in the world around us. 

Two new individuals joined the church in September and October. 
One is a certified lay minister and the other a certified lay speaker. 

An innovation team has been formed, working with Naphtali 
Renshaw to solicit feedback from the local congregation and work on 
additional strategies. Specific questions were asked of the congregation 
to get their feedback and openness to ministry. The response has been 
strong, and our focused prayer calendar for Advent was based on this 
feedback.  

A small group focused on prayer began in September. There is 
openness to adding some additional small groups for connection and 
the service on November 14th was used to introduce the concept of 
small group gatherings. 

Groups have started asking about building use again. The Maxwell 
preschool resumed in September. Egan Warming Centers will be using 
Trinity again this winter. The local middle school Volleyball team used 
the fellowship hall for about 6 weeks starting in early November, and a 
pickleball group started to use the space also in early November. The 
Church of Mahanaim continues to use the chapel on Friday evenings and 
the fellowship hall on Sunday afternoons. 

A local church pastor from a local four-square church has visited 
our church several times along with members of their leadership team. 
There is openness on both sides for collaborative ministry and building 
sharing. The building use and other forms have been updated to facilitate 
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building use. Forms are being scanned so they can be accessed in both a 
hard copy as well as a digital format. 

Focused work is beginning to enhance Trinity’s online presence. 
This is focusing on the live-stream worship as well as other social media 
and online tools. Other ways to effectively communicate with everyone in 
the congregation are being explored – including a monthly newsletter 
and mailing out information that is placed in the weekly e-blast to those 
who do not have electronic communication. 

In meetings with the facilities and endowment teams, information 
has been gathered regarding how restricted those funds are to building 
use. There is openness to use some of the funds to support various 
ministries, both inside and outside of the church, and those possibilities 
are being explored. At the council meeting in October, it was voted to 
completely pay church apportionments for this year. 

The Spirit is moving in the congregation. In July there was 
hesitancy to share. Now there has been two “Song and Story” services 
where members of the congregation are sharing their stories of where 
God is at work, and are finding common connections in our stories. We 
are actively engaged in listening for Spirit, and there is a light in your 
eyes that was not there initially. I am listening to you as you listen to 
Spirit and facilitating some difficult discussions about who we are 
personally as a congregation as well as the culture of the local 
community. 

 
An Update from Facilities 

 

We are so blessed to have the Church facility, and 

it has been lovingly cared for by the facilities 

group, with a special call-outs to Jim Rundall, 

Gary Wildish, John Griffin, Marsha Claypool and 

Kyle Cook. Please share thanks to them for the 

jobs they do to keep Trinity a place we can be 

proud of. 

The Facilities team has quite the list of projects that we want to do, 

restrained only by finances.  Some of these include parking lot sealing 
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and restriping, heating and air conditioning improvements, interior and 

exterior painting, and boiler retirement. So many things so little money.  

Speaking of which, we are quite blessed to have two endowment funds 

which are used for facility upkeep. However, we are going to need to use 

some of these funds for the projects identified by the innovation team 

stay tuned for that news! 

Finally, the biggest news is that we are currently pricing getting our big 

kitchen up to standards to be used as a full commercial kitchen so that 

groups such as Egan, Weddings, lessees, and the local community will be 

able to have access to  a full kitchen when the occasion calls.  

Gary Wildish serves as the Chair of the Facilities Team, please reach out 

to him to offer to help however you are able, and keep TUMC as a place 

to be proud of.  

 

Small Groups/Discipleship 

 

Small groups, called “Class Meetings”, are a cornerstone of Methodism. 

John Wesley revolutionized 18th century England and provided a 

framework to help people grow in “holiness and heart” with small groups. 

While mandatory for early Methodists, we are often encouraged through 

sermons, Bible passages, and personal invitations to join or form a small 

group today. 

At Trinity, there are two groups already formed and more to come! 

The Prayer Group originally started as a six-week study of a book called 

“Prayer Made Easy” by Mark Water, but found their fellowship time, 
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discussions, and prayer so enjoyable they agreed to continue to meet 

indefinitely at the church on Fridays at 12:30. In addition to praying for 

each other, our church, joys and concerns, and the world in general, they 

discuss creative ways to turn prayer into action through service and fresh 

ways they see God at work in their lives. It is their fervent hope more will 

join them and they want you to know you DON”T have to share or pray in 

front of others.  In fact, they welcome active listeners. This is an informal 

group open to “drop-ins” and they have extra books along with a chair just 

for you! Cynthia Hurenkamp is the leader and may be reached at 559-284-

5607. 

The Thursday Coffee Group is making a comeback! Led by LeAnn Walker, 

the group will resume meeting January 6th at the church at 10:00 AM. This 

group has a long history of faithful service work for the church such as 

sending cards, stuffing mailings, and organizing gift baskets to name a 

few. They are also welcoming folks to stop by and join them for fellowship 

time and coffee. Contact LeAnn at 541-689-5230 with any questions. 

NEW Men’s Group is forming!  Time and dates for meetings are still being 

established based on availability of members. ANYone interested in 

joining should contact the leader: Terry Smart at 541-915-6501. 

Don’t see anything you like here?  Have an idea for a group? There is NO 

limit to the ways we can connect and fellowship.  Please contact Pastor 

Deena or Cynthia with suggestions, comments or feedback. 
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INNOVATION TEAM NEWS 

 

WHO is the Innovation Team and WHAT are they 

doing? 

The Innovation Team was formed shortly after 

Deena arrived as our pastor in July of this year. 

One of the primary objectives of her ministry at 

Trinity is to help us discern, through Spirit, the 

future of Trinity UMC. As a means to accelerate this process, a team was 

formed with this purpose in mind. 

The team is comprised of Pastor Deena, Teri Watanabe, Sue Mulvihill, 

Rebecca Wetmore-Cook, Cynthia Hurenkamp from Trinity, and Naphtali 

Renshaw from our District Office. 

Pastor Deena began, and has continued to, engage the congregation in her 

sermons, asking for feedback on hopes, dreams, fears, ways we like to 

worship, what keeps us from following Christ more fully and what feeds 

our souls. All responses are gratefully received by the team and reviewed 

and discussed. 

Immediately apparent from initial feedback was that Trinity is a church 

who treasures their relationships and strongly wishes to be a viable force 

for good in the community. Also, the desire to grow our relationships with 

God through creative ministries is evident. 

As such, the team is working on a “dual-pronged” approach: one in which 

we create new venues for discipleship (think small groups) to help grow 

relationships – with God and each other; whilst concurrently exploring 

ways to serve the community beyond what Trinity does today.  A Lane 

County Needs Assessment Report has been reviewed by the team and we 

envision a next phase where we explore what our congregation already 

does in terms of service to the community, and what programs that we 

might offer additional assistance to as well as potentially create new ones. 
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This is the very beginning of a very long journey for Trinity – there are so 

many possibilities before us. Our primary goal is to listen and follow Spirit 

as we have complete trust in where it leads us. 

It is the desire of the team to overcommunicate their progress – regular 

updates will occur in sermons and newsletters. But if you have ANY 

questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to any member 

of the team – they really want your feedback! 

Stay tuned for where Spirit takes us next! 

 

 
 
 

Upcoming Worship Schedule 

Dec 5: Teri Watanabe continues her Holy Habits series 

Dec 12: Pastor Deena preaches: Isaiah 12: 2-6; Philip 4: 4-7; Luke 3: 7-18 

Dec. 19: Pastor Deena preaches: Micah 5: 2-5a; Hebrews 10: 5-10; Luke 1: 39-55 

Dec. 24 CHRISTMAS EVE: Special Service: Song and Scripture at 7pm 

Dec. 26: Pastor Deena preaches: 1 Samuel 2: 18-20, 26; Psalm 148; 

 Galations 3:12-17; Luke 2: 41-52 

Jan 2: Communion Sunday, Pastor Deena preaches: Jeremiah 31: 7-14; Psalm 147: 

12-20; Ephesians 1: 3-14; John 1: 1-18 

Jan 9: Epihpany Sunday with Teri Watanabe 

 

 

 

 

 



8 
 

 
 
 

Have a Blessed and Happy Advent Season! 

December Birthdays:  1st: Carol Schmale  4th: Wayne Helikson 
8th: Noah Cook and Maxwell Day 10th: Kiersten Meininger 12th: Carolyn 
Loucks and Carol Rydbom 14th: Marcia Claypool 19th: Phil Means  
31st: Jan Peterson 

January Trinity UMC Tidings Deadline is December 20th 

We welcome your news and articles for upcoming newsletters.  Please submit articles to Rebecca 

Wetmore-Cook in person or by email office@trinityumceugene.org.  Thank you! 

mailto:office@trinityumceugene.org

