
 

Trinity Tidings: April 2022 
 

GO OUT IN HOPE 
 

“And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, 

after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you 

strong, firm and steadfast.” 

-1 Peter 5:10 

 

 
 
 

“And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God 
loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love.” 

 
-Romans 5:5 
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR REV. DEENA WOLFE: 

Springtime is full of hope.  Flowers are blooming, longer days.  It certainly has been nice 

to see each other’s faces.  We are cautiously hopeful that this will continue.  Even in the 

midst of new life, we still have individuals who do not feel comfortable joining us for in 

person worship.  Each week they are receiving bulletins and other information so they can 

stay connected.  Many of them connect regularly through our You Tube feed.  We have 

people from all over the country who regularly follow our worship services who would not 

have been able to do so pre-pandemic.  This is a sign of hope.  On Easter Sunday we will 

receive 3 individuals into membership and have a baptism service.  These are wonderful 

signs of hope.   

In the next week or so we will be distributing “hospitality bags” to our local neighbors and 

inviting them to Easter worship.   There also will be a response card for them to return 

asking them to specifically share how Trinity can be a good neighbor. 

I was reflecting on the expressed hopes shared back in October of 2022.  A couple of the 

expressed hopes were that Trinity’s kitchen would get more use and do more good for the 

community, and that Trinity would become an important asset to the community.  Those 

hopes are slowly becoming a reality.  During Lent we have been focusing on hospitality 

and working on raising funds to renovate our kitchen so that it can be used more and be a 

versatile resource for the community.  As of the writing of this article, we have over 

$30,000 in pledges and donations which are being matched by the endowment.  What that 

means is that we have raised over $60,000 toward the overall projected project cost of 

$90,000 in just 3 weeks.  Pledges and donations continue to come in.  There are many 

stories of hope which are coming in with the pledges and donations.  I would like to share 

those with you if I am given permission to do so.  Gary and Kyle will be meeting with 

contractors and others in the next few weeks to sign contracts etc. so work can actually 

begin.    As much as we would like to think we could get this done in 3 months, it likely will 

take 12 to 18 months until all the work is completed, but it is beginning!  We will celebrate 

where we are in this project when we celebrate Resurrection – the source of our eternal 

hope on Easter Sunday.  Be thinking about who you might want to bring with you to our 

Easter Celebration of Hope. 

Continue to pray about this project of hospitality and hope, and follow whatever however 

the Spirit leads.  I completely understand if you do not feel led or are unable to give to this 

project.   If Spirit is indicating that your resources should be used in a different way follow 

that leading.  This is a no judgement zone.  I have heard from some of you that this is the 

case, and I appreciate hearing from you.   
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As you know, music brings me a great deal of joy and I find much meaning in music.  So 

in this theme of “going out in hope” here are some words from a song which bring me 

meaning. 

“Hope in Front of Me” by Danny Gokey 

I've been running through rain 
That I thought would never end 
Trying to make it on faith 
In a struggle against the wind 
I've seen the dark and the broken places, woah 
But I know in my soul 
No matter how bad it gets 
I'll be alright 

There's hope in front of me 
There's a light, I still see it 
There's a hand still holding me 
Even when I don't believe it 

I might be down, but I'm not dead 
There's better days still up ahead 
Even after all I've seen 
There's hope in front of me, yeah 

There's a place at the end of the storm 
You finally find 
Where the hurt and the tears and the pain 
All fall behind 

You open up your eyes and up ahead 
There's a big sun shining 
Right then and there you realize 
You'll be alright 

There's hope in front of me 
There's a light, I still see it 
There's a hand still holding me 
Even when I don't believe it 

I might be down, but I'm not dead 
There's better days still up ahead 
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Even after all I've seen 
There's hope in front of me, yeah 

There's a hope still burning 
I can feel it rising through the night 
And my world's still turning 
I can feel your love here by my side 

You're my hope 
You're the light, I still see it 
Your hands are holding me 
Even when I don't believe it 
Oh, I've got to believe 
I've got to believe 

 

What about the songs and hymns we love so much?  Here are just a few. 

UMH368 “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” 

UMH 132 “My Hope is Firmly Grounded” 

TFWS#2197 “Lord of All Hopefulness” 

What songs bring you hope? 

We are people of hope alive in the mystery 

growing in faith learning to love 

We are people of hope throughout all of history 

held by the one who will never let go 

As we continue our journey in Lent from Baptism, through Death and Resurrection, may 

we hold onto that hope of resurrection.  Jesus said, I am the Resurrection and I am life.  

Those who believe in me, even though they die, yet shall they live, and whoever lives and 

believes in me shall never die. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end, 

the first and the last.  I died, and behold I am alive for evermore, and I hold the keys of hell 

and death.  Because I live, you shall live also. 

In Dying, Christ destroyed our death. Rising, Christ restored our life. 

Christ will come again in glory. As in baptism we put on Christ, so in Christ may we be 

clothed in glory 
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Here are some great opportunities to serve the church. Please contact the 

office if interested in any of these: 

Have you been unable to attend in-person worship? We want to hear from 

you! There are many ways you can serve the church from home, including 

making phone calls, writing letters, writing articles or recipes for this 

newsletter, and more. Please let us know if you are interested.  

Gardening opportunity: There are four large planter pots on the sidewalk 

leading up to the office. They are currently empty aside from some old dirt. I 

would like to grow food in them to share with the congregation and with 

those in need who come here specifically looking for food. If you’ve got a 

green thumb we could really use your skills.  

Join a team: Trinity’s Leadership Team is open to all. Our next meeting is on 

April 2 at 9:00am in the Fireside Room. If you need to attend via zoom or 

phone call we can make accommodations. The Facilities Team meets on the 

third Monday of every month at 7pm. The next meeting will be on April 18th.  

Lead a group: Small groups are a cornerstone of Methodism. Who is allowed 

to start a group? You are! Focuses of groups can include prayer, service, or 

anything from basket weaving to country line dancing. The sky is the limit.  

Assist in Sunday Worship: Each week we need a liturgist, greeter, and usher. 

Add your name to the pool! 

Please think about these opportunities and ask the Spirit to guide you on 

how to best apply your gifts in service. Thank you for all that you have 

already done and are currently doing to support the church.  

 

 

CALL TO SERVICE 
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The following small groups meet regularly at the church, in addition to the outside 

groups that we host, including Pickleball, AA and NA. 
 

WHAT DAY TIME WHERE CONTACT PHONE 

Sewing 

Group 

Tuesday 1-3 PM Church 

Fireside 

Room 

Carolyn 

Loucks 

541-689-

4586 

Thursday 

Coffee 

Group 

Thursday  10AM Church 

Office 

LeAnn 

Walker 

541-689-

5230 

Prayer 

Group 

Friday 12:30PM Church 

Fireside 

Room 

Cynthia 

Hurenkamp 

559-284-

5607 

Your Group 

Here? 

 

Do you have a great idea for a small group? We have spaces 

available and would love to add some new group to our list! 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Trinity Word Scramble 

Can you place the letters below in the correct boxes to find the hidden message? 

 

SMALL GROUPS/DISCIPLESHIP 
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EASTER: A CELEBRATION OF HOPE 

Join us the morning of Easter Sunday at 10:30 to 

rejoice in the hope of Jesus! There will be: 

cookies, coffee, candy. Come early, stay late. 

Bring a friend or neighbor!  

Who will you bring? Easter is a great opportunity to practice 

hospitality and showcase our church’s welcoming spirit. Jesus 

invited all to come and share in the hope of his resurrection. When 

we invite others, we are inviting Jesus into our lives and into our 

church.  
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

APRIL 11- SHARRON SMITH 

APRIL 12- BYRN WOOLDRIDGE, TERI WATANABE 

APRIL 20- JANA TRUMP 

ANNIVERSARIES 

APRIL 11- DANNY AND KATHY CLELAND 

APRIL 28- GERRIT AND CYNTHIA HURENKAMP 
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 EASY RESURRECTION ROLLS 

 

 

 

 

These dessert rolls have a disappearing marshmallow in the middle to represent 

Christ leaving behind an empty tomb on Easter.  

Ingredients 

1 (8 or 12oz) package of refrigerated crescent rolls (the tombs) 

¼ cup sugar mixed with 1 tablespoon ground cinnamon (anointing spices) 

8 large marshmallows (the Body of Christ) 

¼ cup butter or margarine, melted (oils of embalming) 

INSTRUCTIONS 

Separate rolls into eight triangles. Combine sugar and cinnamon. Dip each 

marshmallow into butter, roll in cinnamon-sugar and place on a triangle. Pinch 

dough around marshmallow, sealing all edges. Make sure to seal well or all the 

marshmallow will escape. 

Dip tops of dough into remaining butter and cinnamon-sugar. Place with sugar 

side up in greased muffin cups. It helps to use jumbo muffin tins so that the 

juice doesn't overflow. 

Bake at 375 degrees for 10 to 15 minutes or until rolls are golden brown. 

Allow to cool slightly then eat warm. 
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The United Methodist Church has, for a third time, postponed the 2020 General Conference 

due to Covid restrictions and visa/passport issues for international travelers. The Book of 

Discipline states that all delegates (from over 180 different countries!) be present but so many 

cannot physically make it at this time. The conference is now scheduled to take place in 2024 

and we may see some significant changes prior to that.  

At the last conference, legislation was introduced that would allow for full participation and 

inclusion of LGBT+ individuals into the church. The proposal would allow LGBT United 

Methodists to marry and to be ordained. Instead, a special session of the Conference was held 

in 2019 which approved the “Traditional Plan,” further strengthening bans on the marriage 

and ordination of LGBT United Methodists. Our church and many others strongly opposed this. 

This triggered an ideological split in our denomination. The “traditional” faction of the church 

has now announced that it will split off and create its own entity, the Global Methodist 

Church, which launches on May 1, 2022. The issue of what to do with communal church 

property and finances will unfortunately make this process messy and drawn-out.  

What does this mean for Trinity? As a Reconciling Congregation, we will of course remain 

United Methodists. We will continue to gather in love, grow in faith, and go out in hope. We 

will pray for those churches who choose to stay and give our blessing to those who wish to 

leave. We will look forward with hope to the resurrection of United Methodist Church in full 

grace and reconciliation. Like a flower blooming up from the cracks in the pavement we will 

emerge from this full of life and resilience.  

Pastor Deena is available to discuss any of this and address any concerns you may have. 

Updates will come whenever we get information. A way to keep up with what is happening 

with UMC Polity is to observe a UMC Annual conference (note that this is different from the 

General Conference).  Our annual conference will be virtual this year being held in various 

days during the week of June 19th.  Anyone can attend.  Only your church delegates (Lay 

Leader Cynthia & Pastor Deena) can vote on legislation.  The legislation will be available in 

May for your viewing.  Let Deena or Rebecca know if you would like to see the legislation so 

you can give guidance to Cynthia and Deena on how to vote on issues coming before the 

conference - especially during this season of General Conference postponement. 

 

GENERAL CONFERENCE UPDATE 
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In case you missed it: In other big church news, we have been told by the 

District Superintendent that we will be able to keep Pastor Deena for at least another 

year. This was announced during a recent church service. Deena was originally sent here 

to serve as pastor for one year to eventually be replaced by either a full-time pastor or a 

part-time pastor that we would share with another church. However, no one could have 

anticipated what a great fit Pastor Deena turned out to be. Deena has brought to us the 

energy, momentum, and gift of the Holy Spirit that will guide us into a bright future.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Quick Fact: Americans eat about 1.5 million Peeps during Easter. 

That makes these colorful marshmallows the most popular non-
chocolate Easter candy. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

Things are beginning to really happen. We are so encouraged by the donation to date 
for our kitchen remodel. So far we have over $30,000 pledged and we know there are 
additional funds that have been pledged that are not yet entered into the system. 
Thanks to all who are making this happen. And recall the facilities endowments are 
going to match these funds on a 1:1 basis, so we are well over halfway there. Also, 
thanks to the generosity of Marcia Claypool, we now have an AED for cardiac 
emergencies being installed in the Fellowship Hall near the entry to the sanctuary. 

Finally, we have decided the exterior doors will be painted a dark forest green, so look 
for that soon, as well as repaving and striping the parking lot.  

 

 

Facilities Update 
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Coloring Contest: All Ages (including you, grown-ups!) 

Instructions: Color the picture below. Use colored pencils, crayons, paint, or any medium 

you choose. When finished, return it to the church by the end of April via mail or in 

person. There will be prizes for the best pictures! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: ___________________________________ 
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Join us for in-person or online worship at 10:30am every Sunday. 

440 Maxwell Road, Eugene, Oregon 97404 

www.trinityumceugene.org 

May 2022 Trinity UMC Tidings Deadline is April 26th 

We welcome your news and articles for upcoming newsletters. 

Please submit articles in person or by email office@trinityumceugene.org. 

Upcoming Worship Schedule 

April 3: Pastor Deena preaches: Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126;  

Philippians 3:4b-14; John 12:1-8 

 

April 10: PALM SUNDAY Pastor Deena preaches: Luke 19: 28-40;  

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

 

April 17: EASTER SUNDAY Pastor Deena preaches: Acts 10:34-43; 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 1 Corinthians 15:19-26; John 20:1-18; Luke 24:1-12 

April 24: Sue Mulvihill preaches 

May 1: Pastor Deena preaches: Acts 9:1-10; Psalm 30;  

Revelation 5:11-14; John 21:1-19 

 

May 8: Naphtali Renshaw preaches 

May 15: Sue Mulvihill preaches 

May 22: Pastor Deena preaches: Acts 16: 9-15; Psalm 67;  

Revelation 21:10, 22:5; John 14:23-29 

 

mailto:office@trinityumceugene.org

