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“Rejoice not over me, O my enemy; when I fall, I shall rise; when I sit in 

darkness, the Lord will be a light to me.” 

-Micah 7:8 
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A MESSAGE FROM REV. DEENA WOLFE: 

RISE UP! 
What are you doing in the name of your God?  At the time I was writing this, 

we were all shaken from another horrible school shooting, this time in Texas. We 

are mourning with those who mourn.  We lament the senseless violence that has 

taken over our country.  As you read the remainder of this article, remember the 

love and grace you experienced from God, and how we can truly be examples of 

that love to others. 

Do you know the mission of the overall United 

Methodist Church? “To make disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world.” When Jesus gave 

the command to go into all nations and make disciples, 

that is where evangelism came from.  One of the courses 

I took at Claremont was United Methodist Evangelism.  

Coming from a Baptist background I have associated 

evangelism with “converting people.” And, truth be told, 

evangelism had become something I didn’t feel gifted or 

called to do, in part, because I wrongly understood the 

term to refer to a single event that was focused on 

manipulating, coercing, or even scaring people into making a decision for Christ. 

I am learning to understand evangelism in a more holistic and Wesleyan 

way. In the Wesleyan tradition, as in other denominations, we do believe each 

1 John Wesley preaching in the streets 
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person must at some point make a personal decision for Christ. But for 

Wesleyans, converting people to Christ is not an end-goal; nor is it necessarily a 

one-time event. Rather, conversion for Wesleyans is a lifelong process of growing 

into deeper discipleship and deeper relationship with God in Christ. 

As United Methodists, we believe that experiencing assurance of God’s 

grace is a critical step in the journey toward a deeper relationship with the living 

Lord. But we also believe that the way it happens varies widely. For Methodists, 

there is no single way, and not even necessarily a single moment, in which 

someone suddenly changes status from “unsaved” to “saved.” For some, 

especially those who come to a relationship with Christ as adults and seek 

Christian baptism as a mark of their conversion as well as God’s prevenient grace, 

assurance might take place at the moment of baptism.  But I suspect that for the 

majority of United Methodists, particularly those who were baptized as infants or 

young children, encountering the living Lord happened at a time other than 

baptism. Perhaps it happened at confirmation. Perhaps it was at a revival service, 

or during a camping experience, or at a gathering of young people, or through 

campus ministry, or when receiving the sacrament of Holy Communion. 

Or maybe it happened in a more casual and unexpected way. Maybe it was when 

God spoke to a person’s heart through a beautiful 

sunset. Or perhaps the heavens opened up and God 

spoke unspeakable grace and overwhelming love 

through the birth of a baby, or through the courage of 

a struggling father. Maybe the voice of God was heard 

in the memories and murmurs of someone close to 

death.  
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For many of us, the heavens have been opened, God has spoken, and 

conversion has happened more than once. Conversions can occur throughout our 

lives, in experiences big and small, formal and informal, public and private. As 

United Methodists, we don’t limit conversion to being a single, definable event. 

Conversions are steps along the path in our journey to live more fully and 

perfectly as sanctified disciples of Jesus Christ. Conversions happen whenever we 

are reminded that God’s grace, which was recognized in our baptism, has not just 

been planted, but has taken root and is continuing to grow in us. This is why it is 

so important for us to ritually remember our baptisms and celebrate them as a 

worshiping community. Because as Methodists, we don’t believe it is something 

we have done, such as saying the right words, that has saved us. We believed it is 

God who has saved us. It is God who reached out to us first, in love and 

prevenient grace. It is God who sent Jesus into this world to show us how to live 

as God’s people. It is God who has saved us and offered us eternal life! 

Experiences of life-altering assurance and conversion are not something we 

can manufacture, coerce, or manipulate. The assurance of being saved, of trusting 

in Christ alone, and feeling the relief that our sins have been taken away is simply 

a profound response to what God has already done for us. 

I’ve always loved the story of John Wesley 

describing his experience of God’s assuring 

love one night after a society meeting in a 

Moravian chapel on Aldersgate Street in 

London. In his journal entry dated May 24, 

1738, Wesley wrote these words: “In the 

evening I went very unwillingly to a society in 

Aldersgate Street, where one was reading Luther’s preface to the Epistle to the 
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Romans. About a quarter before nine, while he was describing the change which 

God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. 

I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance was given 

me that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin 

and death.” 

While this is certainly the most well-known and beautifully articulated 

description of John Wesley’s personal experience of feeling assurance of God’s 

saving grace in Jesus Christ, the truth is, it was not an isolated experience. 

Indeed, his brother Charles described a similar experience a few days before the 

experience John describes, and both men report other experiences of assurance—

moments when the heavens opened up and they heard the voice of God speaking 

directly to them—that occurred throughout their lifetimes. 

When were the heavens opened up to you? 

When did you hear the voice of God speaking in 

unmistakable terms to you, offering words of 

assurance and acceptance and a deep sense of 

knowing that God’s grace was not just for 

others, but for you particularly? When did you 

feel the intense relief that comes from knowing that Jesus took away your sins, 

even yours? When did Jesus reach out a hand of invitation to you to join him in 

the adventure of Christian discipleship? 

Every person is different, and God speaks to each of us in the way that we 

can most easily hear. There is no single way that is right or wrong, better or 

worse, typical or unusual. But one thing is certain: the seeds of the grace of God 

shown in Jesus Christ are planted in our hearts long before we recognize them for 

ourselves. This is what Wesley called prevenient grace. It is grace that goes before 
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us. It is the grace by which we are marked in the sacrament of Christian baptism. 

It is the grace that lifts us up when we struggle, fills us with joy, and enables us to 

strive to be more loving all our days. And we believe this grace is available to all. 

We believe it is the seed that is planted in the heart of every single person who 

has ever lived.  Let us be grateful. 

Pastor Rev. Deena Wolfe 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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“Science and Religion: The Gospel of Christ and the Gospel of 

Science” is a sermon preached by Robert W. Burtner from October 11, 1959 here at 

Trinity UMC. In it, he discusses the ways in which science and religion overlap and 

how they are different.  

Burtner preaches, “At one time almost all great scientists were churchman and 

to some extent this is true still; yet the communication about what science has to do 

with or say to religion and visa versa is almost at a standstill.” 

He describes science as a way to understand God’s creation: “Science and 

religion have deep tap roots that grow together and we may even say that science is 

the legitimate child of religion. Both of them are based upon the assumption that we 

are living in an orderly universe and that the mind and the heart is capable of 

comprehending it.” 

He ultimately concludes that while science is constantly evolving, God is 

always the same today, tomorrow and forever. He says, “Scientists are always 

dealing with imperfect theories which come and go as their study progresses. 

(People) of faith are dealing with the perfect in Jesus Christ – we are dealing in a 

finality, a completeness, when we receive to ourselves the power of God through 

Him.” 

“There is a finality in Christian faith, finality about Christ that does not change.” 

With so much change happening right now and the rapid announcements of 

endless scientific discoveries, both terrifying and splendid,  we will always have the 

blessed assurance that God is always with us and always has been.  

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Moments in Trinity History 
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The following small groups meet regularly at the church, in addition to the outside 

groups that we host, including Pickleball, AA and NA. 
 

WHAT DAY TIME WHERE CONTACT PHONE 

Sewing 

Group 

Tuesday 1-3 PM Church 

Fireside 

Room 

Carolyn 

Loucks 

541-689-

4586 

Thursday 

Coffee 

Group 

Thursday  10AM Church 

Office 

LeAnn 

Walker 

541-689-

5230 

Prayer 

Group 

Friday 12:30PM Church 

Fireside 

Room 

Cynthia 

Hurenkamp 

559-284-

5607 

Your Group 

Here? 

 

Do you have a great idea for a small group or cactus-style club? 

We have spaces available and would love to add some new 

groups to our list! 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Quick Facts:  

Sonora Smart Dodd of Spokane, Washington, is credited with starting 

Father’s Day after hearing a sermon on Mother’s Day while attending 

church with her father.  

According to Hallmark, Father’s Day is the fourth-largest card-sending 

occasion with 72 million cards given every year. Don’t forget to give 

one to any dads in your life! Father’s Day falls on June 19th this year.  

 

SMALL GROUPS/DISCIPLESHIP 
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d 

Thousands of years ago, a Native Shaman 

had a vision. He saw a great darkness come over 

his land like a shadow, turning everything black. 

The shaman’s land still stands today, not 

completely blackened, but likely unrecognizable 

from the lush grassland that once stood, now 

partially covered with asphalt and dotted with 

modern homes and concrete structures. You may 

know this land as Lane County but for most of 

human history it was called Kalapuya (pronounced 

“cal-uh-poo-yuh”). More specifically, where Trinity 

UMC stands would have been inhabited by the 

Chelamela group of the Kalapuya. The Chelamela 

cared for our part of the Willamette River, which 

they named “Long Tom.”  

In the early 1800s, humanity was plagued by an 

enemy eerily familiar to those of us living today: a series of contagious, deadly 

epidemics. Many of the settlers who came to occupy the land were escaping malaria or 

smallpox. Unfortunately for them, and catastrophically for the native tribes, these 

diseases hopped a ride on the countless covered wagons that traversed the Oregon 

Trail. Sickness wiped out entire villages of Kalapuya and neighboring tribes, who had 

no immunity to these foreign diseases. Some started asking if this was the blackness 

the shaman had foreseen. Eventually, the surviving members of the tribe were forcibly 

sent to live on the Grande Ronde reservation and to “boarding schools” where many 

sins would be committed against them.  

We honor the Kalapuya Chelamela who once cared for this land, who told stories of 

Coyote the trickster and wove intricate baskets from long grass. We acknowledge that 

their forcible displacement has indeed left a black stain upon this land. May God’s 

grace and reconciliation heal this land and its people.  

Rebecca Wetmore-Cook 

Land Acknowledgement- This is Kalapuya Territory 
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

JUNE 7- JIM GREENWOOD 

JUNE 8- HELEN GILMORE 

JUNE 9- FRANK DAY 

JUNE 10- ALVA JEAN FULLER 

JUNE 11- KELSEY MEININGER 

JUNE 18- MARIANNE MAYNARD 

JUNE 21- GORDON ASHBY 

JUNE 26- LEANN WALKER 

ANNIVERSARIES 

JUNE 12- FRANK AND CAROL DAY 

JUNE 27- GARY AND JULAINE WILDISH 
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A PRAYER FOR UKRAINE 
This poem, written by UMC Bishop Khegay, has been translated from Russian: 

Lord we know that it shouldn't be. 

People should not bear death. 

People should not be killed. 

People should not lose their loved ones on the battlefields. 

Cities and villages should not be turned into a war zone, 

 children should not be victims, 

 and war should not be a means to achieve peace. 

 

Lord, we need a new heaven and a new earth. 

We remember the world that You gave us, 

  and mourn that we have lost it. 

 

We all want to be safe. 

But our security is not in force. 

Spare us the ravages of war. 

Teach us the ways of peace. 

United Methodists and others wishing to provide humanitarian assistance to the Ukrainian people in the wake 

of the Russian invasion of their country may contribute to Advance #982450, UMCOR International Disaster 

Response and Recovery. This fund will provide direct assistance to those in Ukraine as well as assistance to 

Ukrainians fleeing to neighboring countries. 

Gifts to support the people of Ukraine can be made in the following ways: 

Online at https://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450 

By toll-free telephone: 888-252-6174 

By check made out to Global Ministries/UMCOR with “Advance #982450-Ukraine” written on the memo line, 

given at or through any United Methodist church.  

One hundred percent of all Advance contributions go to the designated cause. 

 

 

https://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450
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Pentecost: A Crossword Puzzle 
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The following legislation will be considered at this month’s Oregon-Idaho Annual 

Conference. Deena, as Pastor, and Cynthia Hurenkamp, as Lay Leader, will be voting on 

behalf of the congregation. If you have any input on these issues please let them know 

prior to June 23rd.To read the full text for any of this legislation please visit 

https://www.umoi.org/acrules. Hard copies will be available through the office.  

 

Standing Resolutions: 

SR1: “Aligning Investments with Values Regarding Palestine and Israel” (asks churches to avoid 

investments in or purchases from companies that support the occupation of Palestine by the 

Israeli military) 

SR2:  “Affirming and Celebrating All Transgender Children of God” 

SR3: “Supporting Disaffiliation for the Cause of Full Inclusion.” 

SR4: “Call to Civility” 

SR5: “Standing up for Inclusion” (open communion for LGBTQ+ individuals) 

SR6: “We Are UMC” (Oregon-Idaho Conference will remain part of the UMC) 

SR7: “Advocating for Comprehensive Immigration Policy Reform” (upholds the civil and human 

rights of all migrants in the US)  

 

 

Annual Conference News 

https://www.umoi.org/acrules
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Action Requests: 

AR1: “Identifying and Opposing Apartheid in the Holy Land” 

AR2: “Support the Christmas Covenant Legislation before General Conference” (has to do with 

reorganizing the UMC’s power structure, more information at 

https://www.christmascovenant.com)  

AR3: “Amendments to the Local Church Disaffiliation Agreement Template” (would make it 

easier for churches to disaffiliate from UMC based on a lack of protections for LGBTQ+ 

members and clergy) 

AR4: “Fulfilling our Baptismal Vows to Children of Clergy” (creates a plan to better support the 

families of clergy who have children under the age of 18) 

AR5: “Call for a Jurisdictional Episcopacy Study Committee” (establishes a group to study the 

feasibility and viability of a different structure for episcopal leadership) 

AR6: “Call for an Episcopacy Transitional Class” (directly related to AR5) 

AR7: “Amending Clergy Housing Standards Policy” (ensures better standards for quality of 

clergy housing, among other things) 

AR8: “New Ministerial Education Fund Policy”  

Schedule of events 

All sessions will take place via zoom this year. 

• OR-ID Clergy Session – May 31, 1:30 PT, 2:30 MT  

• GNW Laity Session – June 14, 6:30 p.m. PT, 7:30 p.m. MT  

• GNW Opening Session* – June 19, evening  

• OR-ID Plenary Session* – June 23, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. PT, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. MT  

• OR-ID Service of Ordination* – June 24, daytime  

• GNW Closing Session* – June 25, daytime  

       * Indicates events will be livestreamed at umoi.org 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

https://www.christmascovenant.com/
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Join us for in-person or online worship at 10:30am every Sunday. 

440 Maxwell Road, Eugene, Oregon 97404 

www.trinityumceugene.org 

July 2022 Trinity UMC Tidings Deadline is June 21st 

We welcome your news and articles for upcoming newsletters. 

Please submit articles in person or by email office@trinityumceugene.org. 

Upcoming Worship Schedule 

June 5: PENTECOST SUNDAY (wear red!)- Pastor Deena preaches:    

Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Romans 8:14-17; John 14:8-7 

 

June 12: Pastor Deena preaches: Proverbs 8:1-4, 21-31; Psalm 8; 

Romans 5: 1-5; John 16:12-5 

 

June 19- Sue Mulvihill preaches 

 

June 26- Pastor Deena preaches 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14; Psalm 77:1-2; 11-

20; Galatians 5:1, 13-25; Luke 9:51-62 

 

July 3- Sue Mulvihill preaches 

 

July 10- Teri Watanabe preaches 

 

July 17- Pastor Deena preaches Amos 8:1-12; Psalm 52 and/or 82; 

Colossians 1:15-28; Luke 10:38-42 

 

mailto:office@trinityumceugene.org

