
Welcome to Worship!



Prelude Music: Jim Greenwood



Welcome and Announcements





ONE: Praise the LORD! Praise the 

LORD from the heavens; praise him 

in the heights!

Praise him, all his angels; praise 

him, all his host!

ALL: Praise him, sun and moon; 

praise him, all you shining stars!



ONE: Praise him, you highest 

heavens, and you waters above the 

heavens! 

ALL: Let them praise the name of 

the LORD, for he commanded 

and they were created.



ONE: He established them forever 

and ever; he fixed their bounds, 

which cannot be passed.

ALL:  Praise the LORD from the 

earth, you sea monsters and all 

deeps, fire and hail, snow and 

frost, stormy wind fulfilling his 

command!



Opening Song: “For the Beauty of the Earth” UMH92



For the Beauty of the Earth 92

1. For the beauty of the earth,

for the glory of the skies,

for the love

which from our birth

over and around us lies;

(Verse 1)

WORDS: Folliot S. Pierpoint, 1864



Refrain

Lord of all,

to thee we raise

this our hymn

of grateful praise.

(Refrain)



2. For the beauty

of each hour

of the day and of the night,

hill and vale, and

tree and flower,

sun and moon, and

stars of light;

(Verse 2)



Refrain

Lord of all,

to thee we raise

this our hymn

of grateful praise.

(Refrain)



3. For the joy of

ear and eye,

for the heart

and mind’s delight,

for the mystic harmony

linking sense

to sound and sight;

(Verse 3)



Refrain

Lord of all,

to thee we raise

this our hymn

of grateful praise.

(Refrain)



4. For the joy of human love,

brother, sister,

parent, child,

friends on earth and

friends above,

for all gentle thoughts

and mild;

(Verse 4)



Refrain

Lord of all,

to thee we raise

this our hymn

of grateful praise.

(Refrain)



5. For thy church, 

that evermore

lifteth holy hands above

offering up on

every shore

her pure sacrifice of love;

(Verse 5)



Refrain

Lord of all,

to thee we raise

this our hymn

of grateful praise.

(Refrain)



6. For thyself,

best Gift Divine,

to the world so freely given,

for that great, great

love of thine,

peace on earth,

and joy in heaven:

(Verse 6)



Refrain

Lord of all,

to thee we raise

this our hymn

of grateful praise.

(Refrain)



Opening Prayer



Holy God, May we hear your voice 

In the stillness of night, in the clatter 

of day. You call us, and we respond, 

Here I am! May we follow you and 

love as you love. Lord, through 

trials and turbulence make us 

steady.



May we love as you love. Loving 

God, take this day our fears, our 

worries, distractions, and turn them 

all into grace and mercy, and, 

following the example of your son 

Jesus, May we love as you love. 

AMEN.



Hearing the Word: Acts 11:1-18



1 The apostles and the believers 

throughout Judea heard that the 

Gentiles also had received the word 

of God. 2 So when Peter went up to 

Jerusalem, the circumcised believers 

criticized him 3 and said, “You went 

into the house of uncircumcised 

men and ate with them.”



4 Starting from the beginning, Peter 

told them the whole story: 5 “I was 

in the city of Joppa praying, and in a 

trance I saw a vision. I saw 

something like a large sheet being 

let down from heaven by its four 

corners, and it came down to where 

I was. 



6 I looked into it and saw four-

footed animals of the earth, wild 

beasts, reptiles and birds. 7 Then I 

heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, 

Peter. Kill and eat.’



8 “I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! 

Nothing impure or unclean has ever 

entered my mouth.’

9 “The voice spoke from heaven a 

second time, ‘Do not call anything 

impure that God has made clean.’ 



10 This happened three times, and 

then it was all pulled up to heaven 

again.

11 “Right then three men who had 

been sent to me from Caesarea 

stopped at the house where I was 

staying. 



12 The Spirit told me to have no 

hesitation about going with them. 

These six brothers also went with 

me, and we entered the man’s 

house. 13 He told us how he had 

seen an angel appear in his house 

and say, ‘Send to Joppa for Simon 

who is called Peter. 



14 He will bring you a message 

through which you and all your 

household will be saved.’

15 “As I began to speak, the Holy 

Spirit came on them as he had come 

on us at the beginning.



16 Then I remembered what the Lord 

had said: ‘John baptized with water, 

but you will be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit.’ 17 So if God gave them 

the same gift he gave us who 

believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

who was I to think that I could stand 

in God’s way?”



18 When they heard this, they had no 

further objections and praised God, 

saying, “So then, even to Gentiles 

God has granted repentance that 

leads to life.”



Song in Response: 
“They’ll Know We are Christians by Our Love” FWS 2223



They’ll Know We Are

Christians by Our Love
Peter Scholtes (John 13:34-35; Eph. 4:4-6)

2223

1. We are one in the Spirit,

we are one in the Lord,

we are one in the Spirit,

we are one in the Lord,

© 1966 F.E.L. Publications, assigned 1991 to The Lorenz Corp.



and we pray

that all unity

may one day

be restored:



Refrain

And they’ll know

we are Christians

by our love, by our love;

yes, they’ll know

we are Christians

by our love.



2. We will walk

with each other,

we will walk hand in hand,

we will walk

with each other,

we will walk hand in hand,



and together

we’ll spread the news

that God is

in our land:



Refrain

And they’ll know

we are Christians

by our love, by our love;

yes, they’ll know

we are Christians

by our love.



3. We will work

with each other,

we will work side by side,

we will work

with each other,

we will work side by side,



and we’ll guard

human dignity

and save

human pride:



Refrain

And they’ll know

we are Christians

by our love, by our love;

yes, they’ll know

we are Christians

by our love.



4. All praise to the Father,

from whom

all things come,

and all praise to Christ Jesus,

God’s only Son,



and all praise

to the Spirit,

who makes us one:



Refrain

And they’ll know

we are Christians

by our love, by our love;

yes, they’ll know

we are Christians

by our love.



Hearing the Word: Revelation 21:1-6



1 Then I saw “a new heaven and a 

new earth,” for the first heaven and 

the first earth had passed away, and 

there was no longer any sea. 



2 I saw the Holy City, the new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God, prepared as a 

bride beautifully dressed for her 

husband. 



3 And I heard a loud voice from the 

throne saying, “Look! God’s 

dwelling place is now among the 

people, and he will dwell with them. 

They will be his people, and God 

himself will be with them and be 

their God.



4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their 

eyes. There will be no more 

death’[b] or mourning or crying or 

pain, for the old order of things has 

passed away.”



5 He who was seated on the throne 

said, “I am making everything 

new!” Then he said, “Write this 

down, for these words are 

trustworthy and true.”



6 He said to me: “It is done. I am the 

Alpha and the Omega, the 

Beginning and the End. To the 

thirsty I will give water without cost 

from the spring of the water of life.”



Song in Response: Hymn of Promise” UMH707 



Hymn of Promise 707

1. In the bulb

there is a flower;

in the seed, 

an apple tree;

© 1986 Hope Publishing Co.

WORDS: Natalie Sleeth, 1986



in cocoons,

a hidden promise:

butterflies will 

soon be free!



In the cold

and snow of winter

there’s a spring

that waits to be,



unrevealed until 

its season,

something God 

alone can see.



2. There’s a song

in every silence,

seeking word 

and melody;



there’s a dawn

in every darkness,

bringing hope 

to you and me.



From the past

will come the future;

what it holds,

a mystery,



unrevealed until 

its season,

something God 

alone can see.



3. In the end

is our beginning;

in our time, 

infinity;



in our doubt

there is believing;

in our life, 

eternity.



In our death,

a resurrection;

at the last, 

a victory,



unrevealed until 

its season,

something God 

alone can see.



Gospel Reading: John 13:31-35



31 When he was gone, Jesus said, 

“Now the Son of Man is glorified and 

God is glorified in him. 

32 If God is glorified in him, God will 

glorify the Son in himself, and will 

glorify him at once.



33 “My children, I will be with you 

only a little longer. You will look for 

me, and just as I told the Jews, so I 

tell you now: Where I am going, you 

cannot come.



34 “A new command I give you: Love 

one another. As I have loved you, so 

you must love one another. 

35 By this everyone will know that 

you are my disciples, if you love one 

another.”



Message: Sue Mulvihill



Song in Response: The Gift of Love UMH408



The Gift of Love 408

1. Though I may speak

with bravest fire,

and have the gift

to all inspire,

© 1972 Hope Publishing Co.

WORDS: Hal Hopson, 1972 (1 Cor. 13:1-3)



and have not love,

my words are vain,

as sounding brass,

and hopeless gain.



2. Though I may give

all I possess,

and striving so

my love profess,



but not be given

by love within,

the profit soon

turns strangely thin.



3. Come, Spirit, come,

our hearts control,

our spirits long

to be made whole.



Let inward love

guide every deed;

by this we worship,

and are freed.



Prayers 

of the 

People



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come,

thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass 

against us.



And lead us not into temptation,but

deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever.  

Amen.



Offering Our Gifts



Praise God, 
from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, 
all creatures here below; 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah!
Praise God, 

the source of all our gifts
Praise Jesus Christ, 
whose power uplifts

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 

Hallelujah! PRAISE GOD!!



Offering Prayer



Teach us the humility, Dear God, to 

turn from what is so enticing, so 

persuasive: the way of accumulating 

things, and trusting in wealth, in the 

hope of comfort and control. 



Lead us, O God, in another way, the 

way of true security, true wealth, the 

way of Christ, the servant, the way of 

not being weakened by wanting, the 

way of simplicity. 



Bless these gifts and lead us, O God, 

in another way, the way of caring for 

the neglected, feeding the hungry, 

housing the homeless, protecting the 

threatened,  challenging the powerful, 

and loving each other. The way that 

will lead us to Your new Kingdom.  

Amen.



Benediction



May the love of Jesus Christ ever 

enfold you,

May the love of God ever encircle 

you,

May the fellowship of the Spirit ever 

enrich you, now and evermore!

Amen!



Postlude: Jim Greenwood
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