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Welcome to Worship! 



Prelude Music: Nicolas Pietromonaco



Welcome and Announcements



Opening Prayer / Call to Worship



Opening Prayer/Call to Worship
Adapted from Friends of God: Service Prayers for the Sixth Sunday of Easter, written by the Rev. 

Susan A. Blain. Posted on the United Church of Christ’s Worship Ways

The Spirit is coming to bless us all 

with a new song:

Let our joy be complete!

Gifts for the good of all, 

poured out on all to teach us a new 

song:

Love one another!



Strangers and neighbors, foreigners 

and family 

will join in the new song: 

No longer servants but friends!

Come, let our worship make a joyful 

noise,

Rejoicing in the friendship of God.

Amen.



Opening Song: “Welcome” W+S #3152



Welcome
Laurie Zelman and Mark A. Miller

3152

© 2007 Abingdon Press, admin. by The Copyright Company

1. Let’s walk together 

for a while 

and ask where we begin

to build a world 

where love can grow 

and hope can enter in,



to be the hands 

of healing

and to plant the seed 

of peace,



Singing welcome,

welcome to this place.

You’re invited 

to come and know God’s grace.

Refrain



All are welcome 

the love of God to share

’cause all of us are 

welcome here; 

all are welcome 

in this place.



2. Let’s talk together 

of a time

when we will share a feast,

where pride and power 

kneel to serve 

the lonely and the least,



and joy will 

set the table

as we join our hands 

to pray,



Singing welcome,

welcome to this place.

You’re invited 

to come and know God’s grace.

Refrain



All are welcome 

the love of God to share

’cause all of us are 

welcome here; 

all are welcome 

in this place.



3. Let’s dream together 

of the day

when earth and 

heaven are one,

a city built of love and light,

the new Jerusalem,



where our mourning 

turns to dancing, 

every creature 

lifts its voice!



Crying welcome,

welcome to this place.

You’re invited 

to come and know 

God’s grace.

Refrain



All are welcome 

the love of God to share

’cause all of us are 

welcome here; 

all are welcome 

in this place.

All are welcome in this place.



Hearing the Word: Psalm 16



Psalm 16  New International Version (NIV)

16:1 Protect me, O God, for in you I 

take refuge.

16:2 I say to the LORD, "You are my 

Lord; I have no good apart from you."

16:3 As for the holy ones in the land, 

they are the noble, in whom is all my 

delight.



Psalm 16  New International Version (NIV)

16:4 Those who choose another god 

multiply their sorrows; their drink 

offerings of blood I will not pour out 

or take their names upon my lips.

16:5 The LORD is my chosen portion 

and my cup; you hold my lot.

16:6 The boundary lines have fallen for 

me in pleasant places; I have a 

goodly heritage.



Psalm 16  New International Version (NIV)

16:7 I bless the LORD who gives me 

counsel; in the night also my heart 

instructs me.

16:8 I keep the LORD always before 

me; because he is at my right hand, I 

shall not be moved.

16:9 Therefore my heart is glad, and 

my soul rejoices; my body also rests 

secure.



Psalm 16  New International Version (NIV)

16:10 For you do not give me up to 

Sheol, or let your faithful one see the 

Pit.

16:11 You show me the path of life. In 

your presence there is fullness of joy; 

in your right hand are pleasures 

forevermore.



Song in Response: “Celebrate Love” TFWS# 2073



Celebrate Love

Handt Hanson

2073

Celebrate love, love, love.

Celebrate love, love, love.

Celebrate love so amazing.

He’s creating his 

wonderful love in you.

© 1991 Changing Church Forum

Refrain



1. We can celebrate

his love today.

Jesus loves everyone.

We can celebrate

new life today.

Jesus loves everyone.



Celebrate love, love, love.

Celebrate love, love, love.

Celebrate love so amazing.

He’s creating his

wonderful love in you.

Refrain



2. We can sing about

his love for us.

Jesus loves everyone.

He is living here

inside of us.

Jesus loves everyone.



Celebrate love, love, love.

Celebrate love, love, love.

Celebrate love so amazing.

He’s creating his

wonderful love in you.

Refrain



Hearing the Word: Luke 9:51-62



Luke 9:51-62 New International Version (NIV)

9:51 When the days drew near for him 

to be taken up, he set his face to go 

to Jerusalem.

9:52 And he sent messengers ahead of 

him. On their way they entered a 

village of the Samaritans to make 

ready for him;

9:53 but they did not receive him, 

because his face was set toward 

Jerusalem.



Luke 9:51-62 New International Version (NIV)

9:54 When his disciples James and 

John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you 

want us to command fire to come 

down from heaven and consume 

them?"

9:55 But he turned and rebuked them.

9:56 Then they went on to another 

village.



Luke 9:51-62 New International Version (NIV)

9:57 As they were going along the 

road, someone said to him, "I will 

follow you wherever you go."

9:58 And Jesus said to him, "Foxes 

have holes, and birds of the air have 

nests; but the Son of Man has 

nowhere to lay his head."

9:59 To another he said, "Follow me." 

But he said, "Lord, first let me go and 

bury my father."



Luke 9:51-62 New International Version (NIV)

9:60 But Jesus said to him, "Let the 

dead bury their own dead; but as for 

you, go and proclaim the kingdom of 

God."

9:61 Another said, "I will follow you, 

Lord; but let me first say farewell to 

those at my home."

9:62 Jesus said to him, "No one who 

puts a hand to the plow and looks 

back is fit for the kingdom of God."



Song: Spirit of the Living God UMH#393



Spirit of the Living God 393

Spirit of the 

living God,

fall afresh on me.

WORDS: Daniel Iverson, 1926 (Acts 11:15)

© 1935, renewal © 1963 Birdwing Music



Spirit of the 

living God,

fall afresh on me.



Melt me, mold me,

fill me, use me.

Spirit of the 

living God,

fall afresh on me.



Spirit of the 

living God,

fall afresh on me.



Spirit of the 

living God,

fall afresh on me.



Melt me, mold me,

fill me, use me.

Spirit of the 

living God,

fall afresh on me.



Hearing the Word: Acts 10:1-22



Acts 10:1-22  New International Version (NIV)

Cornelius Calls for Peter

10 At Caesarea there was a man named 
Cornelius, a centurion in what was known 
as the Italian Regiment. 2 He and all his 
family were devout and God-fearing; he 
gave generously to those in need and 
prayed to God regularly. 3 One day at 
about three in the afternoon he had a 
vision. He distinctly saw an angel of God, 
who came to him and said, “Cornelius!”



Acts 10:1-22  New International Version (NIV)

4 Cornelius stared at him in fear. “What is 
it, Lord?” he asked.

The angel answered, “Your prayers and 
gifts to the poor have come up as a 
memorial offering before God. 5 Now 
send men to Joppa to bring back a man 
named Simon who is called Peter. 6 He is 
staying with Simon the tanner, whose 
house is by the sea.”



Acts 10:1-22 (NIV) (cont.)

7 When the angel who spoke to him had 
gone, Cornelius called two of his servants 
and a devout soldier who was one of his 
attendants. 8 He told them everything 
that had happened and sent them to 
Joppa.

Peter’s Vision
9 About noon the following day as they 
were on their journey and approaching 
the city, Peter went up on the roof to 
pray.



Acts 10:1-22 (NIV) (cont.)

10 He became hungry and wanted 
something to eat, and while the meal 
was being prepared, he fell into a 
trance. 11 He saw heaven opened and 
something like a large sheet being let 
down to earth by its four corners. 12 It 
contained all kinds of four-footed 
animals, as well as reptiles and 
birds.13 Then a voice told him, “Get up, 
Peter. Kill and eat.”



Acts 10:1-22 (NIV) (cont.)

14 “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I 
have never eaten anything impure or 
unclean.”
15 The voice spoke to him a second 
time, “Do not call anything impure that 
God has made clean.”
16 This happened three times, and 
immediately the sheet was taken back to 
heaven.



Acts 10:1-22 (NIV) (cont.)

17 While Peter was wondering about the 
meaning of the vision, the men sent by 
Cornelius found out where Simon’s house 
was and stopped at the gate. 18 They 
called out, asking if Simon who was 
known as Peter was staying there.



Acts 10:1-22 (NIV) (cont.)

19 While Peter was still thinking about the 
vision, the Spirit said to him, “Simon, 
three men are looking for you. 20 So get 
up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate to 
go with them, for I have sent them.”
21 Peter went down and said to the men, 
“I’m the one you’re looking for. Why 
have you come?”



Acts 10:1-22 (NIV) (cont.)

22 The men replied, “We have come from 
Cornelius the centurion. He is a righteous 
and God-fearing man, who is respected 
by all the Jewish people. A holy angel 
told him to ask you to come to his house 
so that he could hear what you have to 
say.” 23 Then Peter invited the men into 
the house to be his guests.
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Acts 10:1-22  New International Version (NIV)

Cornelius Calls for Peter

10 At Caesarea there was a man named 
Cornelius, a centurion in what was known 
as the Italian Regiment. 2 He and all his 
family were devout and God-fearing; he 
gave generously to those in need and 
prayed to God regularly. 3 One day at 
about three in the afternoon he had a 
vision. He distinctly saw an angel of God, 
who came to him and said, “Cornelius!”



Acts 10:1-22  New International Version (NIV)

4 Cornelius stared at him in fear. “What is 
it, Lord?” he asked.

The angel answered, “Your prayers and 
gifts to the poor have come up as a 
memorial offering before God. 5 Now 
send men to Joppa to bring back a 
man named Simon who is called 
Peter. 6 He is staying with Simon the 
tanner, whose house is by the sea.”



Acts 10:1-22 (NIV) (cont.)

7 When the angel who spoke to him had 
gone, Cornelius called two of his 
servants and a devout soldier who 
was one of his attendants. 8 He told them 
everything that had happened and sent 
them to Joppa.

Peter’s Vision
9 About noon the following day as they 
were on their journey and approaching 
the city, Peter went up on the roof to 
pray.



Acts 10:1-22 (NIV) (cont.)

10 He became hungry and wanted 
something to eat, and while the meal 
was being prepared, he fell into a 
trance. 11 He saw heaven opened and 
something like a large sheet being 
let down to earth by its four 
corners. 12 It contained all kinds of 
four-footed animals, as well as 
reptiles and birds.13 Then a voice told 
him, “Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.”



Acts 10:1-22 (NIV) (cont.)

14 “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I 
have never eaten anything impure or 
unclean.”
15 The voice spoke to him a second 
time, “Do not call anything impure 
that God has made clean.”
16 This happened three times, and 
immediately the sheet was taken back to 
heaven.



Acts 10:1-22 (NIV) (cont.)

17 While Peter was wondering about the 
meaning of the vision, the men sent by 
Cornelius found out where Simon’s house 
was and stopped at the gate. 18 They 
called out, asking if Simon who was 
known as Peter was staying there.



Acts 10:1-22 (NIV) (cont.)

19 While Peter was still thinking about the 
vision, the Spirit said to him, “Simon, 
three men are looking for you. 20 So 
get up and go downstairs. Do not 
hesitate to go with them, for I have 
sent them.”
21 Peter went down and said to the men, 
“I’m the one you’re looking for. Why 
have you come?”



Acts 10:1-22 (NIV) (cont.)

22 The men replied, “We have come from 
Cornelius the centurion. He is a righteous 
and God-fearing man, who is respected 
by all the Jewish people. A holy angel 
told him to ask you to come to his 
house so that he could hear what 
you have to say.” 23 Then Peter 
invited the men into the house to be 
his guests.







Acts 10:24-38 (NIV)

Peter at Cornelius’s House

The next day Peter started out with 
them, and some of the believers from 
Joppa went along. 24 The following day he 
arrived in Caesarea. Cornelius was 
expecting them and had called together 
his relatives and close friends. 25 As Peter 
entered the house, Cornelius met him 
and fell at his feet in reverence. 26 But 
Peter made him get up. “Stand up,” he 
said, “I am only a man myself.”



Acts 10:24-38 (NIV) (cont.)

27 While talking with him, Peter went 
inside and found a large gathering of 
people. 28 He said to them: “You are well 
aware that it is against our law for a Jew 
to associate with or visit a Gentile. But 
God has shown me that I should not call 
anyone impure or unclean. 29 So when I 
was sent for, I came without raising any 
objection. May I ask why you sent for 
me?”



Acts 10:24-38 (NIV) (cont.)

30 Cornelius answered: “Three days ago I 
was in my house praying at this hour, at 
three in the afternoon. Suddenly a man 
in shining clothes stood before me 31 and 
said, ‘Cornelius, God has heard your 
prayer and remembered your gifts to the 
poor. 32 Send to Joppa for Simon who is 
called Peter. He is a guest in the home of 
Simon the tanner, who lives by the sea.’



Acts 10:24-38 (NIV) (cont.)

33 So I sent for you immediately, and it 
was good of you to come. Now we are all 
here in the presence of God to listen to 
everything the Lord has commanded you 
to tell us.”
34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now 
realize how true it is that God does not 
show favoritism 35 but accepts from 
every nation the one who fears him and 
does what is right.



Acts 10:24-38 (NIV) (cont.)

36 You know the message God sent to the 
people of Israel, announcing the good 
news of peace through Jesus Christ, who 
is Lord of all. 37 You know what has 
happened throughout the province of 
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 
baptism that John preached— 38 how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Spirit and power, and how he went 
around doing good and healing all who 
were under the power of the devil, 
because God was with him.



What stands out to 
you from the 

scripture?



Acts 10:24-38 (NIV)

Peter at Cornelius’s House

The next day Peter started out with 
them, and some of the believers from 
Joppa went along. 24 The following day he 
arrived in Caesarea. Cornelius was 
expecting them and had called together 
his relatives and close friends. 25 As Peter 
entered the house, Cornelius met him 
and fell at his feet in reverence. 26 But 
Peter made him get up. “Stand up,” 
he said, “I am only a man myself.”



Acts 10:24-38 (NIV) (cont.)

27 While talking with him, Peter went 
inside and found a large gathering of 
people. 28 He said to them: “You are 
well aware that it is against our law 
for a Jew to associate with or visit a 
Gentile. But God has shown me that 
I should not call anyone impure or 
unclean. 29 So when I was sent for, I 
came without raising any objection. May 
I ask why you sent for me?”



Acts 10:24-38 (NIV) (cont.)

30 Cornelius answered: “Three days ago I 
was in my house praying at this hour, at 
three in the afternoon. Suddenly a man 
in shining clothes stood before me 31 and 
said, ‘Cornelius, God has heard your 
prayer and remembered your gifts to the 
poor. 32 Send to Joppa for Simon who is 
called Peter. He is a guest in the home of 
Simon the tanner, who lives by the sea.’



Acts 10:24-38 (NIV) (cont.)

33 So I sent for you immediately, and it 
was good of you to come. Now we are all 
here in the presence of God to listen to 
everything the Lord has commanded you 
to tell us.”
34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now 
realize how true it is that God does 
not show favoritism 35 but accepts 
from every nation the one who fears 
him and does what is right.



Acts 10:24-38 (NIV) (cont.)

36 You know the message God sent to the 
people of Israel, announcing the good 
news of peace through Jesus Christ, who 
is Lord of all. 37 You know what has 
happened throughout the province of 
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 
baptism that John preached— 38 how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Spirit and power, and how he went 
around doing good and healing all who 
were under the power of the devil, 
because God was with him.





Song in Response: Draw the Circle Wide W+S 3154



Draw the Circle Wide
Gordon Light

3154

© 2008 Abingdon Press, admin. by The Copyright Company

Draw the circle,

draw the circle wide.

Draw the circle,

draw the circle wide.



No one stands alone,

we’ll stand side by side.

Draw the circle,

draw the circle wide.



Draw the circle,

draw the circle wide.

Draw the circle,

draw the circle wide.



No one stands alone,

we’ll stand side by side.

Draw the circle,

draw the circle wide.



Draw the circle wide,

draw it wider still.

Let this be our song:

no one stands alone.



Standing side by side,

draw the circle,

draw the circle wide.



Draw the circle wide,

draw it wider still.

Let this be our song:

no one stands alone.



Standing side by side,

draw the circle,

draw the circle wide.



Draw the circle,

draw the circle wide.

Draw the circle,

draw the circle wide.



No one stands alone,

we’ll stand side by side.

Draw the circle,

draw the circle wide.



Draw the circle wide,

draw it wider still.

Let this be our song:

no one stands alone.



Standing side by side,

draw the circle,

draw the circle wide.



Draw the circle wide,

draw it wider still.

Let this be our song:

no one stands alone.



Standing side by side,

draw the circle,

draw the circle wide,

draw the circle,

draw the circle wide.



Acts 10:39-48 (NIV)

39 “We are witnesses of everything he did 
in the country of the Jews and in 
Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging 
him on a cross, 40 but God raised him 
from the dead on the third day and 
caused him to be seen.41 He was not 
seen by all the people, but by witnesses 
whom God had already chosen—by us 
who ate and drank with him after he rose 
from the dead.



Acts 10:39-48 (NIV)

42 He commanded us to preach to the 
people and to testify that he is the one 
whom God appointed as judge of the 
living and the dead. 43 All the prophets 
testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name.”



Acts 10:39-48 (NIV) (cont.)

44 While Peter was still speaking these 
words, the Holy Spirit came on all who 
heard the message. 45 The circumcised 
believers who had come with Peter were 
astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit 
had been poured out even on 
Gentiles. 46 For they heard them 
speaking in tongues and praising God.



Acts 10:39-48 (NIV) (cont.)

Then Peter said, 47 “Surely no one can 
stand in the way of their being baptized 
with water. They have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we have.” 48 So he ordered 
that they be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to 
stay with them for a few days.



What stands out to you 
from the scripture?



Acts 10:39-48 (NIV)

39 “We are witnesses of everything 
he did in the country of the Jews and 
in Jerusalem. They killed him by 
hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised 
him from the dead on the third day and 
caused him to be seen.41 He was not 
seen by all the people, but by witnesses 
whom God had already chosen—by us 
who ate and drank with him after he rose 
from the dead.



Acts 10:39-48 (NIV)

42 He commanded us to preach to the 
people and to testify that he is the 
one whom God appointed as judge of 
the living and the dead. 43 All the 
prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through 
his name.”



Acts 10:39-48 (NIV) (cont.)

44 While Peter was still speaking these 
words, the Holy Spirit came on all 
who heard the message. 45 The 
circumcised believers who had come 
with Peter were astonished that the 
gift of the Holy Spirit had been 
poured out even on Gentiles. 46 For 
they heard them speaking in tongues and 
praising God.



Acts 10:39-48 (NIV) (cont.)

Then Peter said, 47 “Surely no one can 
stand in the way of their being baptized 
with water. They have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we have.” 48 So he ordered 
that they be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to 
stay with them for a few days.



How can you embody the phrase 
“to love is to live”?

Spirit Work for the Week:



Song in Response: Covenant Prayer W+S 2115



Covenant Prayer
John Wesley

3115

1. Lord, I am not mine,

but yours alone.

Let your will be done

and not my own.



Put me where you will,

and let me serve;

in everything I do,

let me endure.



This is my prayer, Lord, to you. 

My promise and my vow, 

strong and true. 

Refrain



And the covenant I make 

on earth, 

let it be fulfilled 

in heaven. 

Amen. A-a-a-a-a-a-a-men.



2. Father, Son and Spirit 

hear my cry,

forever I am yours

and you are mine.



Father, Son and Spirit 

hear my cry,

forever I am yours

and you are mine.



This is my prayer, Lord, to you. 

My promise and my vow, 

strong and true. 

Refrain



And the covenant I make 

on earth, 

let it be fulfilled 

in heaven. 

Amen. A-a-a-a-a-a-a-men.



Let me be employed for you, 

laid aside for you,

lifted high for you

or brought low.

Bridge



Let me be full,

let me be empty.

Let me have all things

or nothing.



(st. 1)

Lord, I am not mine,

but yours alone.

Let your will be done

and not my own.



Put me where you will,

and let me serve;

in everything I do,

let me endure.



This is my prayer, Lord, to you. 

My promise and my vow, 

strong and true. 

Refrain



And the covenant I make 

on earth, 

let it be fulfilled 

in heaven. 

Amen. A-a-a-a-a-a-a-men.



Prayers of the People



Our God, who lives in heaven 

holy is Your name.

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread



and forgive us our trespasses

As we forgive those 

who trespass against us,

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Yours is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, forever. 

Amen.



Offering Our Gifts





Praise God, 

from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, 

all creatures here below; 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah!

Praise God, 

the source of all our gifts

Praise Christ, 

whose power uplifts

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 

Hallelujah! PRAISE GOD!!



Sending Out
Adapted from The Minor Keys. http://theminorkeys.blogspot.ca/

Life-giving, 
life-restoring, 
life-fulfilling God;
may our whole lives be worship.

In all things, 
may we connect with and reflect 
Your love and Your hope.




