


Prelude Music: Jim Greenwood



Welcome and Announcements





ONE: As a deer longs for flowing 

streams, so my soul longs for you, O 

God.

ALL: My soul thirsts for God, for 

the living God. When shall I come 

and behold the face of God?



ONE: My tears have been my food day 

and night, while people say to me 

continually, "Where is your God?" 



ALL: These things I remember, as I 

pour out my soul: how I went with 

the throng, and led them in 

procession to the house of God, with 

glad shouts and songs of 

thanksgiving, a multitude keeping 

festival.



Opening Song: “As the Deer” TFWS #2025



As the Deer
Martin J. Nystrom (Ps. 42:1)

2025

As the deer

pants for the water,

so my soul longs after you.

You alone

are my heart’s desire,

and I long to worship you.

© 1984 Maranatha Praise, Inc., admin. by The Copyright Co.



You alone are my strength,

my shield;

to you alone 

may my spirit yield.

You alone are my

heart’s desire,

and I long to worship you.



As the deer

pants for the water,

so my soul longs after you.

You alone

are my heart’s desire,

and I long to worship you.



You alone are my strength,

my shield;

to you alone 

may my spirit yield.

You alone are my

heart’s desire,

and I long to worship you.



Opening Prayer



Lord, We thirst for the living God 

and come in search of help and 

hope. 

We are acquainted with grief and 

confusion. We come bearing our 

doubts, our wounds, and our 

fears.



We are in need of good news. We 

come in search of joy, truth, and 

light. We seek refuge in You, God, 

our rock. Let us again praise the 

One who is our help and our 

hope.  AMEN.



Hearing the Word: Psalm 43



(1) Vindicate me, my God,

and plead my cause

against an unfaithful nation.

Rescue me from those who are

deceitful and wicked.



(2) You are God my stronghold.

Why have you rejected me?

Why must I go about mourning,

oppressed by the enemy?



(3) Send me your light and your 

faithful care,

let them lead me;

let them bring me to your holy 

mountain,

to the place where you dwell.



(4) Then I will go to the altar of God,

to God, my joy and my delight.

I will praise you with the lyre,

O God, my God.



(5) Why, my soul, are you downcast?

Why so disturbed within me?

Put your hope in God,

for I will yet praise him,

my Savior and my God.



Song in Response: “Rise, Shine, You People” UMH 187



Rise, Shine, You People 187

1. Rise, shine, you people!

Christ the Lord has entered

our human story;

God in him is centered.

© 1974 Augsburg Publishing House

WORDS: Ronald A. Klug, 1973 (Is. 60:1)



Christ comes to us,

by death and sin surrounded,

with grace unbounded.



2. See how he sends

the powers of evil reeling,

and brings us freedom,

light and life and healing.



All men and women,

who by guilt are driven,

now are forgiven.



3. Come, celebrate,

your banners high unfurling,

your songs and prayers

against the darkness hurling.



To all the world go out

and tell the story

of Jesus’ glory.



4. Tell how the Father

sent his Son to save us.

Tell of the Son, who

life and freedom gave us.



Tell how the Spirit

calls from every nation

God’s new creation.



Hearing the Word: Galatians 3:23-29



(23) Before the coming of this faith, 

we were held in custody under the 

law, locked up until the faith that 

was to come would be revealed. 

(24) So the law was our guardian until 

Christ came that we might be 

justified by faith. 



(25) Now that this faith has come, we 

are no longer under a guardian.

(26) So in Christ Jesus you are all 

children of God through faith, 

(27) for all of you who were baptized 

into Christ have clothed yourselves 

with Christ. 



(28) There is neither Jew nor Gentile, 

neither slave nor free, nor is there 

male and female, for you are all one 

in Christ Jesus. (29) If you belong to 

Christ, then you are Abraham’s 

seed, and heirs according to the 

promise.



Song: “In Christ There is No East or West” UMH 548



In Christ There Is

No East or West
548

1. In Christ there is

no east or west,

in him no south or north;

St. 3 © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House

(Verse 1)

WORDS: Sts. 1, 2, 4, John Oxenham, 1913;

st. 3, Laurence Hull Stookey, 1987 (Gal. 3:28)



but one great

fellowship of love

throughout the

whole wide earth.



2. In Christ shall true

hearts everywhere

their high

communion find;



his service is

the golden cord

close binding humankind.



3. In Christ is neither

Jew nor Greek,

and neither slave nor free;

(Verse 3)



both male and female

heirs are made,

and all are kin to me.



4. In Christ now meet

both east and west,

in him meet

south and north;

(Verse 4)



all Christly souls

are one in him

throughout the whole

wide earth.



Gospel Reading: Luke 8:26-39



(26) They sailed to the region of the 

Gerasenes, which is across the lake 

from Galilee. (27) When Jesus 

stepped ashore, he was met by a 

demon-possessed man from the 

town. For a long time this man had 

not worn clothes or lived in a house, 

but had lived in the tombs



(28) When he saw Jesus, he cried out 

and fell at his feet, shouting at the 

top of his voice, “What do you want 

with me, Jesus, Son of the Most 

High God? I beg you, don’t torture 

me!”



(29) For Jesus had commanded the 

impure spirit to come out of the 

man. Many times it had seized him, 

and though he was chained hand and 

foot and kept under guard, he had 

broken his chains and had been 

driven by the demon into solitary 

places.



(30) Jesus asked him, “What is your 

name?”

“Legion,” he replied, because many 

demons had gone into him. 

(31) And they begged Jesus 

repeatedly not to order them to go 

into the Abyss.



(32) A large herd of pigs was feeding 

there on the hillside. The demons 

begged Jesus to let them go into the 

pigs, and he gave them permission. 

(33) When the demons came out of 

the man, they went into the pigs, 

and the herd rushed down the steep 

bank into the lake and was drowned.



(34) When those tending the pigs saw 

what had happened, they ran off and 

reported this in the town and 

countryside, 



(35) and the people went out to see 

what had happened. When they 

came to Jesus, they found the man 

from whom the demons had gone 

out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed 

and in his right mind; and they were 

afraid. 



(36) Those who had seen it told the 

people how the demon-possessed 

man had been cured. (37) Then all the 

people of the region of the 

Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave 

them, because they were overcome 

with fear. So he got into the boat 

and left.



(38) The man from whom the demons 

had gone out begged to go with him, 

but Jesus sent him away, saying, 

(39) “Return home and tell how much 

God has done for you.” So the man 

went away and told all over town 

how much Jesus had done for him.



Message with Sue Mulvihill



Song in Response: “This is My Father’s World” UMH144



This Is My Father’s World 144

1. This is my Father’s world,

and to my listening ears

all nature sings,

and round me rings

the music of the spheres.

WORDS: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1901



This is my Father’s world:

I rest me in the thought

of rocks and trees,

of skies and seas;

his hand the

wonders wrought.



2. This is my Father’s world,

the birds their carols raise,

the morning light,

the lily white,

declare their maker’s praise.

(Verse 2)



This is my Father’s world:

he shines in all that’s fair;

in the rustling grass

I hear him pass;

he speaks to

me everywhere.



3. This is my Father’s world. 

O let me ne’er forget

that though the wrong

seems oft so strong,

God is the ruler yet.

(Verse 3)



This is my Father’s world:

why should my heart be sad?

The Lord is King;

let the heavens ring!

God reigns;

let the earth be glad!



Prayers of the 

People



Pastoral Prayer



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come,

thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass 

against us.



And lead us not into temptation,but

deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever.  

Amen.



Offering Our Gifts



Praise God, 
from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, 
all creatures here below; 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah!
Praise God, 

the source of all our gifts
Praise Christ, 

whose power uplifts
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 
Hallelujah! PRAISE GOD!!



Offering Prayer



God of grace, help us live and give 

in your kingdom of love, where 

there are no enemies, only brothers 

and sisters, and kindness is the air 

we breathe. In Jesus’ name we 

pray, Amen. 



Benediction



Postlude: Jim Greenwood
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