
Welcome to Worship!



Prelude Music: Jim Greenwood



Welcome and Announcements





Leader: Prophets, what do you see?

People: We see the many ways we 

distract ourselves.

Leader: What else do you see?

People: We see the good and the 

bad fruits we have produced.



Leader: What do you see today?

People: We witness and worship 

God today, grateful for love and 

forgiveness.

AMEN.



Opening Song: “It is Well With My Soul” UMH 377



It Is Well with My Soul 377
WORDS: Horatio G. Spafford, 1873

1. When peace, like a river,

attendeth my way,

when sorrows

like sea billows roll;



whatever my lot,

thou hast taught

me to say,

It is well,

it is well with my soul.



Refrain

It is well (It is well)

with my soul, (with my soul,)

it is well,

it is well with my soul.



2. Though Satan

should buffet,

though trials should come,

let this blest

assurance control,



that Christ has regarded

my helpless estate,

and hath shed

his own blood

for my soul.



Refrain

It is well (It is well)

with my soul, (with my soul,)

it is well,

it is well with my soul.



3. My sin, oh, the bliss

of this glorious thought!

My sin, not in part

but the whole,



is nailed to the cross,

and I bear it no more,

praise the Lord,

praise the Lord,

O my soul!



Refrain

It is well (It is well)

with my soul, (with my soul,)

it is well,

it is well with my soul.



4. And, Lord, haste the day

when my faith

shall be sight,

the clouds be

rolled back as a scroll;



the trump shall resound,

and the Lord shall descend,

even so,

it is well

with my soul.



Refrain

It is well (It is well)

with my soul, (with my soul,)

it is well,

it is well with my soul.



Hearing the Word: Amos 8:1-12



(1) This is what the Lord GOD showed 

me--a basket of summer fruit.

(2) He said, "Amos, what do you see?" 

And I said, "A basket of summer 

fruit." Then the LORD said to me, 

"The end has come upon my people 

Israel; I will never again pass them 

by.



(3) The songs of the temple shall 

become wailings in that day," says the 

Lord GOD; "the dead bodies shall be 

many, cast out in every place. Be 

silent!"

(4) Hear this, you that trample on the 

needy, and bring to ruin the poor of 

the land,



(5) saying, "When will the new moon 

be over so that we may sell grain; and 

the sabbath, so that we may offer 

wheat for sale? We will make the 

ephah small and the shekel great, and 

practice deceit with false balances,



(6) buying the poor for silver and the 

needy for a pair of sandals, and 

selling the sweepings of the wheat.“

(7) The LORD has sworn by the pride 

of Jacob: Surely I will never forget 

any of their deeds.



(8) Shall not the land tremble on this 

account, and everyone mourn who 

lives in it, and all of it rise like the 

Nile, and be tossed about and sink 

again, like the Nile of Egypt?

(9) On that day, says the Lord GOD, I 

will make the sun go down at noon, 

and darken the earth in broad 

daylight.



(10) I will turn your feasts into 

mourning, and all your songs into 

lamentation; I will bring sackcloth on 

all loins, and baldness on every head; 

I will make it like the mourning for 

an only son, and the end of it like a 

bitter day.



(11) The time is surely coming, says 

the Lord GOD, when I will send a 

famine on the land; not a famine of 

bread, or a thirst for water, but of 

hearing the words of the LORD.



(12) They shall wander from sea to sea, 

and from north to east; they shall run 

to and fro, seeking the word of the 

LORD, but they shall not find it.



Song in Response: “Be Thou My Vision” UMH 451



Be Thou My Vision 451
WORDS: Ancient Irish; trans. by Mary E. Byrne, 1905;

versed by Eleanor H. Hull, 1912, alt.

1. Be thou my vision,

O Lord of my heart;

naught be all else to me,

save that thou art.

Alt. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House



Thou my best thought,

by day or by night,

waking or sleeping,

thy presence my light.



2. Be thou my wisdom,

and thou my true word;

I ever with thee

and thou with me, Lord;



thou and thou only,

first in my heart,

great God of heaven,

my treasure thou art.



3. Great God of heaven,

my victory won,

may I reach heaven’s joys,

O bright heaven’s Sun!



Heart of my own heart,

whatever befall,

still be my vision,

O Ruler of all.



Hearing the Word: Colossians 1:15-28



(15) He is the image of the invisible 

God, the firstborn of all creation;

(16) for in him all things in heaven and 

on earth were created, things visible 

and invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or rulers or powers--all 

things have been created through him 

and for him.



(17)He himself is before all things, and 

in him all things hold together. 

(18) He is the head of the body, the 

church; he is the beginning, the 

firstborn from the dead, so that he 

might come to have first place in 

everything. (19) For in him all the 

fullness of God was pleased to dwell,



(20) and through him God was pleased 

to reconcile to himself all things, 

whether on earth or in heaven, by 

making peace through the blood of 

his cross.

(21)And you who were once estranged 

and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds,



(22) he has now reconciled in his 

fleshly body through death, so as to 

present you holy and blameless and 

irreproachable before him--



(23) provided that you continue 

securely established and steadfast in 

the faith, without shifting from the 

hope promised by the gospel that you 

heard, which has been proclaimed to 

every creature under heaven. I, Paul, 

became a servant of this gospel.



(24) I am now rejoicing in my 

sufferings for your sake, and in my 

flesh I am completing what is lacking 

in Christ's afflictions for the sake of 

his body, that is, the church.



(25) I became its servant according to 

God's commission that was given to 

me for you, to make the word of God 

fully known, 

(26) the mystery that has been hidden 

throughout the ages and generations 

but has now been revealed to his 

saints.



(27) To them God chose to make 

known how great among the Gentiles 

are the riches of the glory of this 

mystery, which is Christ in you, the 

hope of glory. (28) It is he whom we 

proclaim, warning everyone and 

teaching everyone in all wisdom, so 

that we may present everyone mature 

in Christ.



Song in Response: “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” UMH 349



Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus 349
WORDS: Helen H. Lemmel, 1922

Turn your eyes

upon Jesus,

look full in his

wonderful face, (wonderful face,)
© 1922, renewed 1950 Singspiration Music



and the things of earth

will grow strangely dim

in the light of his

glory and grace.



Hearing the Word: Luke 10:38-42



(38) Now as they went on their way, 

he entered a certain village, where a 

woman named Martha welcomed 

him into her home.

(39) She had a sister named Mary, 

who sat at the Lord's feet and 

listened to what he was saying.



(40) But Martha was distracted by her 

many tasks; so she came to him and 

asked, "Lord, do you not care that 

my sister has left me to do all the 

work by myself? Tell her then to 

help me."



(41) But the Lord answered her, 

"Martha, Martha, you are worried 

and distracted by many things;

(42) there is need of only one thing. 

Mary has chosen the better part, 

which will not be taken away from 

her."



Message: Living in a Bitter Day with Pastor Deena



Song: “I’m Gonna Live so God Can Use Me” TFWS #2153



I’m Gonna Live

So God Can Use Me
African American spiritual  

1. I’m gonna live so

(live so)

God can use me

anywhere, Lord, anytime!

(anytime!)

2153



I’m gonna live so

(live so)

God can use me

anywhere, Lord, (my Lord,)

anytime! (anytime!)



2. I’m gonna work so

(work so)

God can use me

anywhere, Lord, anytime!

(anytime!)



I’m gonna work so

(work so)

God can use me

anywhere, Lord, (my Lord,)

anytime! (anytime!)



3. I’m gonna pray so

(pray so)

God can use me

anywhere, Lord, anytime!

(anytime!)



I’m gonna pray so

(pray so)

God can use me

anywhere, Lord, (my Lord,)

anytime! (anytime!)



4. I’m gonna sing so

(sing so)

God can use me

anywhere, Lord, anytime!

(anytime!)



I’m gonna sing so

(sing so)

God can use me

anywhere, Lord, (my Lord,)

anytime! (anytime!)



Prayer of Confession / Prayers of the People



God of Justice, We confess to you 

today that we often find ourselves

feeling bitter, distraught, and 

ashamed.

We far too often fail to take 

accountability for our sins and 

wrongdoings.



In an effort to feel better about 

ourselves, we overfill our plates with 

tasks,

hoping to atone for our misdeeds.

We confess that we have trampled on 

the needy, choosing greed.



We confess that we have brought ruin 

to the poor of the land,

neglecting many parts of your 

creation.

We confess that we have practiced 

deceit, fearful of being exposed.



We confess that far too often, we 

choose busyness over the gift of your 

loving presence. We lament our 

mistakes to you, O God. We mourn 

the harm we have caused knowingly 

and unknowingly, individually and 

collectively.



We ask your forgiveness to envelop 

us, inspiring us to make amends with 

ourselves and others.

Open our eyes that we may see the 

lessons you place before us. Help us 

better love you by loving your 

creation.   Amen



Lords Prayer



Our God, who lives in 

heaven 

holy is Your name.

Your kingdom come,  



Your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily 

bread and forgive us our 

trespasses



As we forgive those 

who trespass against us,

and lead us not into 

temptation,

but deliver us from evil.



For Yours is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

forever. Amen.



Offering Our Gifts



Offering Prayer



Lord of all wisdom and patience, 

what would it mean if we asked you 

to dedicate not only the gifts we give 

to the church, but all the rest that we 

keep, that we hold back.



What if we lived as those whose 

every dollar, every talent, every hour 

was dedicated to making kindness, 

mercy, and justice the norm and not 

the exception? What would it mean if 

we really saw the places where 

indifference causes pain, hardship, 

and harm to souls, bodies, and 

creation itself?



Help us to make this more than a 

hypothetical, but the reality of an 

offering of our whole being. We pray 

in the name of the One who gave his 

whole self for our redemption. Amen.



Praise God, 
from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, 
all creatures here below; 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah!
Praise God, 

the source of all our gifts
Praise Jesus Christ, 
whose power uplifts

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 

Hallelujah! PRAISE GOD!!



Benediction



Now may the God of peace who brought 

again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the 

great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood 

of the eternal covenant, equip you with 

everything good that you may do his will, 

working in us that which is pleasing in 

his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom 

be glory forever and ever. Amen. 



Postlude: Jim Greenwood
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