Trinity Tidings: January 2022
A NEW YEAR OF BLESSINGS

“ Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone,
the new is here!” -2 Corinthians 5:17
“For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” -Jeremiah 29:11

NEW YEAR, NEW YOU:
A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR REV. DEENA WOLFE

For a New Beginning from “To Bless the Space Between Us” by John O’Donohue (“Blessing
for a Traveler - Grace Ceremonies”)

In the out of the way places of the heart,
Where your thoughts never think to wander,
This beginning has been quietly forming.
Waiting until you were ready to emerge.
For a long time, it has watched your desire,
Feeling the emptiness growing inside you,
Noticing how you willed yourself on,
Still unable to leave what you had outgrown.
It watched you play with the seduction of safety
And the gray promises that sameness whispered.
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Heard the waves of turmoil rise and relent,
Wondered would you always live like this.
Then the delight, when your courage kindled,
And out you stepped onto new ground,
Your eyes young again with energy and dream,
A path of plenitude opening before you.
Though your destination is not yet clear
You can trust the promise of this opening.
Unfurl yourself into the grace of beginning
That is at one with your life’s desire.
Awaken your spirit to adventure
Hold nothing back, learn to find ease in risk.
Soon you will be home in a new rhythm,
For your soul senses the world that awaits you.

As I read this poem it reflects the journey, we have been on since the beginning of July.
God has been watching over us, and you have been hearing from Spirit. We are on a
journey together. I am seeing the light in your eyes and the excitement of new
possibilities. This is an adventure, and we are riding it together. Our journey continues
into the new year. Your spirits have awakened to the great adventure of what it means to
be a disciple of Jesus Christ, and how you might be able to touch others with your stories.
So, in the new year, opportunities will continue to grow. We might not be able to do
things “normally” because of the pandemic, but through all this your spirit and creativity
are growing.
In 2021 you have faced your fears and shared your hopes and dreams. You have shared
ways that you follow Jesus, and how Trinity can help you be a better disciple. You
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entered a time of prayer during the season of Advent. So, you might be asking, so what
now?
What did you hear from Spirit during your prayer times in Advent?
When you think of Trinity, what word would you use to describe it?
I have been talking about the concept of “radical hospitality.” As we enter the New Year,
how do we show “radical hospitality” as disciples of Jesus Christ?
I mentioned in worship recently about adding a class or classes on Sunday morning. We
are looking at adding 6 week “small groups” around specific topics. One of those topics
will be “hospitality.” Another group that will be re-starting after the new year is
“Theology on Tap.” Be looking for more details of when and where that group will meet.
Teri has been leading us through various “Holy Habits” and that will continue into the
New Year.
Speaking of connecting, we are wanting to make sure we have accurate contact
information for everyone. There is a directory at the back of the sanctuary each Sunday.
Please confirm your information is correct including an e-mail address if you have one. I
am also looking for confirm everyone’s membership status. We have had two people join
Trinity so far this year, and I have heard of a couple more. If you are interested in
becoming a member of Trinity UMC in 2022, let me know. We will be having two
services to officially welcome individuals into membership, one in February, and one in
April on Easter Sunday. Even if you have been attending Trinity for some time. Maybe
you have questions about what being a member means? I would look forward to
answering any questions you might have. I am never too busy to take time to meet with
you and hear your thoughts and stories. Please call my cell phone (or text if that works) at
541-556-2773 or send me an e-mail at deena@trinityumceugene.com.
I look forward to continuing with you on this journey that Spirit is taking us on. Your
stories inspire me. Thank you for welcoming me into your midst this year, and
wholeheartedly embracing this new adventure. As we exit 2021 and enter 2022, may
Spirit fill your hearts with joy and anticipation of things to come. As my tag line on my email states, “Let Your Light Shine!”
Pastor Deena
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OFFICE UPDATE
After a long year of changes, we are heading into 2022 on a strong note. We have
our new pastor, Deena Wolfe, who will be with us through the next year (and
possibly beyond!).Check out last month’s issue of Trinity Tidings for a more indepth introduction of Deena.
Nick Davis has left his position at the office for an exciting new opportunity and
has been replaced by Terry Smart as treasurer and me, Rebecca Wetmore-Cook, as
administrative assistant. Terry wears many hats- he is also on the Facilities Team,
Leadership Team, Executive Leadership team, is son to longtime member Pat
Smart, and has played a massive role in keeping our church going through the
pandemic and beyond. In addition to working in the office, I am also on the
Innovation and Leadership teams. My husband Kyle and two kids, Trinity and
Noah, and I have been attending here for the past few years. I am very excited for
the opportunity to be a part of our church’s regrowth.
Working in the office has allowed me a more behind-the-scenes look at where our
church is headed, and I must say the future is looking very bright. Trinity UMC is
made up of an amazing, strong group of people who clearly love this church. I am
very excited to see where 2022 takes us. Drop by the office to say hi sometime. We
are open Tuesday-Thursday 9am to 3pm. If you want to get more involved with the
church we have many ways to do so, just ask!
Rebecca
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Prayer Group ?
Try it! You may like it! YES, I'M TALKING ABOUT THE PRAYER
GROUP. Have you read about it starting on page 4 of the December issue
of Trinity Tidings?
I was one of the "drop ins" about a month ago, and I haven't missed a
meeting since. Believe the book, Prayer Made Easy. It is easy, especially
when you get to know members of the group. All you need to do is bow
your head and listen, and if you want to try a short prayer, or express a
need, someone will take that need into their heart and send it off to the
Lord for you. That's what it's all about, supporting each other, and helping
us gain a greater understanding of the word Peace.
A few weeks back, Cynthia brought us a group prayer which we said
together. It was adapted from the book, “Three Simple Rules” by Rueben P
Job and I think it is beautifully written.
"Our" prayer has three parts: Prayer at the beginning of the day; Prayer at
midday; and Prayer at the end of the day. If you are one who wants to build
relationship with the Lord through your own words, that is always
encouraged. But, if words come hard for you and you want to pray, we
have adapted " Our" prayer to the first person singular, using “I”, “me”, and
“my”. We plan to have copies for you to take home after worship on
January 2nd. The page is titled, STAY IN LOVE WITH GOD DAILY PRAYER
GUIDE. I pray that it will speak to you as it does to me.
Marianne Maynard

6

It appears the rainy season is upon us. And with winter approaching rapidly (
next week has 2 days forecast to be record low temperatures) we soon may have
some icing. If you notice any icing or snow accumulation, please let the office
know so we can be sure it’s taken care of. We are still in the planning process to
upgrade the main kitchen, with the possibility of a new refrigerator, countertops, a
handwash station. We want to be able to welcome all needs and uses.
Slowly we are seeing a return to more normal activity levels, with Narcotics
Anonymous and Alcoholics Anonymous resuming weekly meetings, the pickleball
group meeting on a couple of weekdays, and of course TUMC and Hispanic
congregation meetings. It’s so good to see our church used as the community
resource it was meant to be.
Finally, a big thanks to all of the facilities team for all the work maintaining the
church and for preparing the hot drinks on Sundays. May God bless.
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SMALL GROUPS/DISCIPLESHIP

Small Groups continue to expand in number at Trinity and they leave a chair open for
you!
Current Groups Include:

WHAT

DAY

TIME

Sewing
Group

Tuesday

1-3 PM

Church
Fireside
Room

Carolyn
Loucks

541-6894586

10AM

Church

LeAnn
Walker

541-6895230

(starting Jan
11th)

Thursday
Coffee
Group

Thursday
(starting Jan
6th)

Prayer
Group

Friday

Your
Group
Here?

WHERE

Office
12:30PM Church
Fireside
Room

CONTACT

PHONE

Cynthia
559-284Hurenkamp 5607

Do you have a great idea for a small group? We have spaces
available and would love to add some new group to our list!

As Deena discussed in her recent sermon, we will be offering a six-week (or so) small
group focused on “extravagant hospitality”.
Robert Schnase, author of “Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations” writes, “Christian
hospitality refers to the active desire to invite, welcome, receive and care for those who
are strangers so that they find a spiritual home and discover for themselves the unending
richness of life in Christ. It describes a genuine love for others who are not yet a part of
the faith community, an outward focus, a reaching out to those not yet known, a love that
motivates church members to openness and adaptability, a willingness to change
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behaviors in order to accommodate the needs and receive the talents of newcomers.
Beyond intention, hospitality practices the gracious love of Christ, respects the dignity of
others, and expresses God’s invitation to others, not our own.”
Hospitality will be a central theme as we focus on growing our relationships with Christ,
each other, and those we have not yet met. Details to follow. If interested, please touch
base with Deena or Cynthia; or alternatively advise Rebecca in the office.
Also on the horizon is the potential to revive Theology on Tap! Stay tuned for more
details, but if interested, please let Deena know.
Lastly, Terry Smart is trying to find a good time for the men’s group to start meeting –
be sure to let him know of some times that work for you: (458) 210-1588.
If you have any questions about the groups offered now, or want to share some ideas
for new ones, please reach out to any of your Innovation Team members – Deena, Terri,
Cynthia, Rebecca or Sue.

January Birthdays
Jan 3: Chris Haubrich
Jan 5: Danny Cleland
Jan 9: Anna Zemke
Jan 10: Ronda Haxby
Jan 13: Beatrice Bloyd
Jan 20: Donna Anderson
Jan 21: John Monsen
Jan 25: Barb Olson, John Griffin
Jan 31: Colton Stephens
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HOSPITALITY

In March of 2006, I was weeks away from graduating with a degree in Cross Cultural
Studies and English from a small Baptist university, a few more weeks away from
marrying my “ride of die” partner for life, and sitting on the floor of a simple room of the
very cold, very remote, and very ancient mountain village of St. Catherine’s Egypt,
eating a meal that would reshape my worldview, and subsequently, my theology and
way of being in and with the world.
The meal itself was delicious, and the ingredients were not significant… a simple family
meal of lentils and potatoes, but everything else was. Other than the family, which
included the teacher that we had been invited to follow home, there were three of us,
young, white, Christian, American women. One large pan had been placed on the floor
in the middle of the room, and after being asked to remove our shoes, we were invited
to eat the meal with the family. I do not remember much talking, as we did not speak
Arabic, and the family did not seem to speak much English. We all ate with our fingers
from the same pan, including the grey bearded man who was clearly the family
patriarch.
It had not yet been five years since the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center had
collapsed. Tensions were high, especially between white Americans and anyone who
appeared to be of Arabic decent. But this Muslim man, living in a 2,000 year old village
put aside all perceptions of difference, exclusion, and enmity, and shared his dish with
three white, American, Christian women. It was a moment of profoundly radical
hospitality.
Later on, I would reflect on what theologian Amy R. Oden referred to as “generosity of
spirit” as I contemplated the role of hospitality in building peace and reconciliation in
our relationships with ourselves, God, and our neighbors. Could we as followers of
Jesus, as people of the bread and the wine of communion come to a place of
generosity of spirit by expanding our simple tables? Through coffee hours and
community dinners and celebration and mourning, could we put aside all our
perceptions of difference, exclusion, and enmity and learn to be together?
I believe we can. And I believe that the life of Jesus shows us the way to living lives of
radical hospitality.
Naphtali Renshaw
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Kid’s Corner

What is it that draws young people to Christ? Trinity
Tidings investigates with our in-depth reporting in this
new series, Kid’s Corner. This month I tracked down two
of the youngest people at our church and asked them:
“Why do you love Jesus?”. Here are their responses:

“He went to the cross and went into fire and
came back for us.” -Noah, age 7

“Because he loves cats. Because he comes
back as a lion.” -Trinity, age 8
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Upcoming Worship Schedule
January 2: Communion Sunday, Pastor Deena preaches: Jeremiah 31: 714; Psalm 147: 12-20; Ephesians 1: 3-14; John 1: 1-18
January 9: Epihpany Sunday with Teri Watanabe
January 16: Sue Mulvihill preaches
January 23: Pastor Deena preaches: Nimiah 8: 1-10; Psalm 19; 1
Corinthians 12: 12-31a; Luke 4: 14-21
January 30: Pastor Deena preaches: Jeremiah 1: 4-10; Psalm 71: 1-6; 1
Corinthians 13: 1-13; Luke 4: 21-30
February 6: Communion Sunday, Pastor Deena and Teri Wantanabe
preach: Isaiah 6: 1-18; Psalm 138; 1 Corinthians 15: 1-11; Luke 5: 1-11
February 13: SOUPer Bowl of Caring: Sue Mulvihill preaches. Guests are
encouraged to wear football attire supporting their favorite team. We will
collect nonperishable food donations.
February 20: Pastor Deena preaches: Genesis 45:3-11, 15; 1 Corinthians
15:35-38, 42-50; Luke 6:27-38
February 27: Transfiguration Sunday, Deena preaches: Exodus 34: 2935; 2 Corinthians 3:12 4;2, Luke 9:28-43
March 2: ASH WEDNESDAY, ashes will be available at 12pm

February 2022 Trinity UMC Tidings Deadline is January 24th
We welcome your news and articles for upcoming newsletters. Please submit articles to Rebecca
Wetmore-Cook in person or by email office@trinityumceugene.org. Thank you!
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