Trinity Tidings: March 2022
GROW IN FAITH
“Let my teaching fall like rain and my words descend like dew, like showers
on new grass, like abundant rain on tender plants.”
-Deuteronomy 32:2

Let us know; let us press on to know the Lord; his going out is sure as the dawn;
he will come to us as the showers, as the spring rains that water the earth.
- Hosea 6:3

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR REV. DEENA WOLFE:

ACCOUNTABILITY
(based on Matthew 25:35-46, the parable of the sheep and the goats)
We are accountable for the hospitality we show to others.
Matthew 25:31-46: The Voice
31

When the Son of Man comes in all His majesty accompanied by throngs of
heavenly messengers, His throne will be wondrous. 32 All the nations will
assemble before Him, and He will judge them, distinguishing them from one
another as a shepherd isolates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put some,
the sheep, at His right hand and some, the goats, at His left. 34 Then the King
will say to those to His right,
King: Come here, you beloved, you people whom My Father has blessed.
Claim your inheritance, the Kingdom prepared for you from the beginning of
creation. 35 You shall be richly rewarded, for when I was hungry, you fed Me.
And when I was thirsty, you gave Me something to drink. I was alone as a
stranger, and you welcomed Me into your homes and into your lives. 36 I was
naked, and you gave Me clothes to wear; I was sick, and you tended to My
needs; I was in prison, and you comforted Me.
37

Even then the righteous will not have achieved perfect understanding and
will not recall these things.
Righteous: Master, when did we find You hungry and give You food? When
did we find You thirsty and slake Your thirst? 38 When did we find You a
stranger and welcome You in, or find You naked and clothe You? 39 When did
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we find You sick and nurse You to health? When did we visit You when You
were in prison?
King: 40 I tell you this: whenever you saw a brother or sister hungry or cold,
whatever you did to the least of these, so you did to Me.
41

At that He will turn to those on His left hand.

King: Get away from Me, you despised people whom My Father has
cursed. Claim your inheritance—the pits of flaming hell where the devil and his
minions suffer. 42 For I was starving, and you left Me with no food. When I
was dry and thirsty, you left Me to struggle with nothing to drink. 43 When I
was alone as a stranger, you turned away from Me. When I
was pitifully naked, you left Me unclothed. When I was sick, you gave Me no
care. When I was in prison, you did not comfort Me.
Unrighteous: 44 Master, when did we see You hungry and thirsty? When did
we see You friendless or homeless or excluded? When did we see You
without clothes? When did we see You sick or in jail? When did we see You in
distress and fail to respond?
King: 45 I tell you this: whenever you saw a brother hungry or cold, when you
saw a sister weak and without friends, when you saw the least of these and
ignored their suffering, so you ignored Me.
46

So these, the goats, will go off to everlasting punishment. But the
beloved, the sheep (the righteous), will go into everlasting life.
God is only going to hold me accountable for my choices, not for someone
else’s choices.
Welcome to the season of Lent. We have experienced Ash Wednesday,
where the words, “remember you are dust, and to dust you will return” is often
spoken.
When our lives end we may not know who we may have touched by the way
we lived our lives. That is often what is heard in when someone dies and we
hold a celebration of life. When my mom was diagnosed with cancer I asked
others who knew her to send her notes and cards to tell her while still was
alive how she had touched their lives. She received many beautiful notes and
cards, and yet she never really realized what a difference she made in so
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many people’s lives. One of the beautiful practices she did was to “round up.”
If she owed someone money – say 18 dollars, she would “round up” to an
even 20. It is a beautiful practice that I have continued in her memory.
The Parable of the Sheep and Goats strongly encourages Christians to take
action to help those in need. In this parable, Jesus makes it clear that a life
worthy of the reward of Heaven must involve actively helping people in need.
Jesus explains that helping a person, no matter their status, is just the same
as helping Jesus himself and is therefore a duty for all Christians.
In today’s society, the questions asked could be different, some are still the
same.
When you witnessed evil or oppression against others did you speak up, stand
up or march?
When you came to visit me did you wear a face covering?
I am a vulnerable person. Did you set an example to protect me?
When I could not breathe did you stand with me?
My home was damaged because of the color of my skin, did you help me?
I see God differently than you. Would you still be in relationship with me?
I was lonely, did you take time to listen to me?
I deliver the paper, mail etc. Did you say thank you and perhaps give a tip?
We all have biases that we learned from the various experiences we have had
in life. When Jesus says when we love someone else we loved him, he is
calling us to look beyond our biases, put ourselves in the other person’s
shoes. I am called to leave people better than I found them because I have
loved them. That is the call to follow Christ. Christ leaves us better than when
we were found because he loves us. If I am truly a follower of Christ, I leave
others in a better place.
As I have said before, songs and song lyrics often speak to me – whether
secular or sacred. There is a song that speaks to this idea of leaving others in
a better place than we found them because they had a relationship with us.
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Here are the lyrics for the song “For Good” From the musical “Wicked”
As you read, I invite you to consider who has influenced you, or who you may
have influenced. Where God may be calling you to leave someone better than
they were when you first met them. This is what God will hold me accountable
for.
I've heard it said
That people come into our lives
For a reason
Bringing something we must learn
And we are led to those
Who help us most to grow if we let them
And we help them in return
Well, I don't know if I believe that's true
But I know I'm who I am today
Because I knew you
Like a comet pulled from orbit
As it passes the sun
Like a stream that meets a boulder
Halfway through the wood
Who can say if I've been changed for the better
But because I knew you
I have been changed for good
It well may be
That we will never meet again
In this lifetime
So, let me say before we part
So much of me
Is made of what I learned from you
You'll be with me
Like a handprint on my heart
And now whatever way our stories end
I know you have rewritten mine
By being my friend
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Like a ship blown from its mooring
By a wind off the sea
Like a seed dropped by a sky bird
In a distant wood
Who can say if I've been changed for the better
But because I knew you
Because I knew you
I have been changed for good
And just to clear the air
I ask forgiveness
For the things I've done, you blame me for
But then I guess
We know there's blame to share
And none of it seems to matter anymore
Like a comet pulled from orbit (like a ship blown from its mooring)
As it passes the sun (by a wind off the sea)
Like a stream that meets a boulder (like a seed dropped by a bird)
Halfway through the wood (in the wood)
Who can say if I've been changed for the better
I do believe I have been changed for the better
And because I knew you
Because I knew you
Because I knew you
I have been changed
For good
We have an opportunity to upgrade our kitchen to provide hospitality both
within and outside the walls of our church. This campaign will be a focus
within our journey of Lent. I invite you to consider how Spirit might be
encouraging you to be a part of this project. If you have not yet received a
pledge card specifically for this, contact the office and one can be emailed to
you or mailed to you. We will also have them available on Sundays. May
those who know us, both individually and corporately be “changed for the
better because they knew us.”
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CALL TO SERVICE
Here are some great opportunities to serve the church. Please contact the
office if interested in any of these:
Liturgists: We welcome both new and familiar voices to come and deliver
the scripture readings during Sunday Service. It is a great way to contribute.
In addition, we are looking for someone who would like to coordinate and
schedule the usher and greeter list in the future.
Do you have a passion for hospitality? We are beginning to build a
hospitality program and are in need of individuals who have skills or
interests in this area.

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
MARCH 1- SHIRLEY CARPENTER
MARCH 7- MICHAEL DAY
MARCH 16- KAREN KAYE AND RICK MOORE
MARCH 17- TERRY ROBINSON
MARCH 20- LYNDA ROBINSON
MARCH 24- SHERRI MEININGER
MARCH 27- TONI CLELAND
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Facilities Update
As the spring rolls around, we are going to start seeing some improvements
about the Church. Firstly, we finally have the estimates for the Kitchen
upgrade. Items will most likely include a new refrigerator, improved fume
hood, fire suppression, countertops and backsplash, and a dedicated hand
washing sink with new countertops, Look for information more about this
coming from Denna, and how we all can contribute to making our Kitchen a
facility that can be of service to our entire community! Also, Jim Rundall
and Kyle Cook have installed a new sign, pictured below, at the parking lot
entrance to let people know where to park and enter. THANK YOU!

We are also finalizing plans to replace the parsonage fence, and to do some
exterior painting. Terry Smart is soliciting thoughts on what color the exterior
doors should be, so let him know your thoughts. Also planned for the
coming months are some minor repairs and restriping of the parking lot. So
much to do!
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SMALL GROUPS/DISCIPLESHIP

The following small groups meet regularly at the church, in addition to the outside
groups that we host, including Pickleball, AA and NA.

WHAT

DAY

TIME

Sewing
Group

Tuesday

1-3 PM

Church
Fireside
Room

Carolyn
Loucks

541-689-4586

Thursday
Coffee
Group

Thursday

10AM

Church
Office

LeAnn
Walker

541-689-5230

Prayer
Group

Friday

Your Group
Here?

WHERE CONTACT

12:30PM Church
Fireside
Room

PHONE

Cynthia
559-284-5607
Hurenkamp

Do you have a great idea for a small group? We have spaces
available and would love to add some new group to our list!

Coming soon: The return of Theology on Tap.Stay tuned for more details!

10

JESUS TEACHES HOSPITALITY
At every turn, Jesus’ disciples seemed ready to draw boundaries and
distinctions to keep people away from him. They had a thousand reasons to
ignore, avoid, and sometimes thwart the approach of people, reminding Jesus
that some of those people were too young, too sick, too sinful, too old, too
Roman, too blind, or too Gentile to deserve his attention. Jesus taught them
otherwise: “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me”
(Matthew 18:5). In every instance, Jesus radically challenged the disciples’
expectations by overstepping the boundaries to invite people in.
Hospitality has us seeing people as Jesus sees them and seeing Jesus in the
people God brings before us.
But Jesus’ hospitality extends beyond the cordial welcome we offer when
someone appears at the threshold of the church and then feel good that we’ve
completed our obligation. Jesus tells a parable about himself saying, “Then
[the king] said to his slaves. . . ‘Go therefore into the main streets and invite
everyone you find to the wedding banquet’” (Matthew 22: 8-9) Following
Jesus example of gathering people into the Body of Christ, inviting them to
the banquet of God’s gracious love requires intentional focus on those outside
the community of faith. Jesus’ example of hospitality demands an
unceasingly invitational posture that we carry with us into our world of work
and leisure and into our practice of neighborliness and community service. It
involves seeing ourselves as sent out by Christ and going out of our way,
even at the risk of a sense of awkwardness and inconvenience, to invite
people into some aspect of the church’s ministry. Hospitality is prayer, work,
habit, practice, and initiative for the purposes of Christ.
Adopted from “Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations” by Robert Schnase
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Our congregation donated and collected over 117 pounds of food and basic
necessities for those in need. This was even more than expected. We had
some amazing volunteers sort and organize the donations so that visitors
can come and “shop” for what they need. This will be a blessing for many
people. Thank you to everyone who donated and participated.
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Upcoming Worship Schedule
March 2: ASH WEDNESDAY, ashes will be available at 12pm
March 6: First Sunday in Lent, Pastor Deena preaches: Deuteronomy
26:1-11; Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16; Romans 10:8b-13; Luke 4:1-13
March 13: Teri Watanabe Preaches
March 20: Pastor Deena preaches: Isaiah 55:1-9; Psalm 63:1-18; 1
Corinthians 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9
March 27: Pastor Deena preaches: Joshua 5: 9-12; Psalm 32; 2
Corinthians 5:16-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
April 3: Pastor Deena preaches: Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126; Philippians
3:4b-14; John 12:1-8
April 10: PALM SUNDAY Pastor Deena preaches: Luke 19: 28-40; Psalm
118:1-2, 19-29
April 17: EASTER SUNDAY Pastor Deena preaches: Acts 10:34-43;
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 1 Corinthians 15:19-26; John 20:1-18; Luke 24:1-12

April 2022 Trinity UMC Tidings Deadline is March 22nd
We welcome your news and articles for upcoming newsletters.
Please submit articles in person or by email office@trinityumceugene.org.

Join us for in-person or online worship at 10:30am every Sunday.
440 Maxwell Road, Eugene, Oregon 97404
www.trinityumceugene.org
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