Trinity Tidings: May 2022
A RESURRECTION OF HOPE
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he
has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead.” 1 Peter 1:3

“He will swallow up death for all time,
And the Lord God will wipe tears away from all faces,
And He will remove the reproach of His people from all the earth;
For the Lord has spoken.” -Isaiah 25:8

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR REV. DEENA WOLFE:
A RESURRECTION OF HOPE!

Ok – let’s get moving! God can’t do anything through us (put a hand out) until
God does something in us (put your hand up).
The last Sunday of April was “Holy Humor Sunday” – the Sunday after Easter. It
wasn’t that long ago that April began with April 1st – April Fools day. What if the
resurrection was an April Fools Joke? Why do we have so much hope?
Here are a few April 1st jokes….In 1976 the British astronomer
Patrick Moore made an announcement on BBC Radio 2. He said
this: “At 9:47 a.m. today there will be a ‘once-in-a-lifetime’
astronomical event occurring.” He said that listeners could experience it in their
very own homes. The planet Pluto would pass behind Jupiter, temporarily
causing a gravitational alignment that would counteract and lessen the Earth’s
own gravity.
Patrick Moore told his listeners that if they jumped in the air at the exact moment
that this planetary alignment occurred, they would experience a strange floating
sensation. When 9:47 AM arrived, Radio 2 began to receive hundreds of phone
calls from listeners claiming to have felt the sensation. One woman even
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reported that she and her eleven friends had risen from their chairs and floated
around the room. The date was 1st April 1976.
On 1st April 1998 Burger King published a full page
advertisement in an American newspaper announcing the
introduction of a new item to their menu: a "Left-Handed
Whopper" especially designed for the 32 million lefthanded Americans. According to the advertisement, the new whopper included
the same ingredients as the original Whopper (lettuce, tomato, hamburger, etc.),
but all the items were rotated 180 degrees for the benefit of their left-handed
customers. The next day, Burger King issued a follow-up.
The follow-up press release said that although the Left-Handed Whopper was a
hoax, thousands of customers had gone into restaurants to request the new
sandwich. Simultaneously, according to the press release, "many others [had]
requested their own ’right handed’ version."
On 1st April 1957, the respected BBC news show Panorama announced that
thanks to a very mild winter and the virtual elimination of the dreaded spaghetti
weevil, Swiss farmers were enjoying a bumper spaghetti crop. It accompanied
this announcement with footage of Swiss peasants pulling strands of spaghetti
down from trees. Huge numbers of viewers were
taken in. Many called the BBC wanting to know
how they could grow their own spaghetti tree; to
which the BBC diplomatically replied, "Place a
sprig of spaghetti in a tin of tomato sauce and
hope for the best."
Picture 1 Farmers harvesting from "Spaghetti Trees"
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A few of you just might be starting to think, “But what’s all that got to do with the
resurrection?” Well, I can safely say that none of those practical jokes have got
anything to do with the resurrection; except this: My belief as a Christian, in the
death and resurrection of Jesus is no joke, and it’s no laughing matter. Whereas
the left-handed whopper and the spaghetti-growing trees were hoaxes, I believe
the historical evidence regarding the death and resurrection of Jesus.
The Romans kept good records. So did the Jewish historian Josephus. They
refer to the crucifixion of Jesus around 30 AD; but as for the next bit, the really
amazing bit, why do Christians believe that Jesus actually rose from the dead,
and does it really matter?
What we believe has power over us. Power to heal and power to destroy.
Paul writes in his epistle to the Corinthian believers on the great truth of the
resurrection that, if truth be told, they were starting to disbelieve...
The Old Testament prophets prophesied the resurrection of Jesus from the dead
thousands of years before He was ever born. Jesus Himself, many times, predicted
that He would die, would be buried, and three days later He would rise from the
grave. The question is: did it happen? The answer is: yes, it did!
Here are some reasons: one, He appeared at least eleven times after His
resurrection.
You say, 'Well, give us another reason why we believe that He rose from the grave'.
Well, the disciples said He did. 'Oh', you say, 'Come on! You've got to do better
than that! The disciples? Well, sure they must have lied!'. Well, let me ask you:
was it in the interest of the disciples to lie about the resurrection of Jesus? Does
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lying about His resurrection square with their ethic, does it square with everything
Jesus taught them in three and a half years of ministry? Of course it doesn't! It
would be very strange if they went to their deaths, some were crucified upside
down, some were beheaded, some were sawn asunder, some were boiled in oil who would do that for a lie?
The disciples said it, He appeared over eleven times, and here's a third reason:
the enemies of the resurrection have never been able to present one piece of
evidence to say that He didn't rise again from the grave.

(UnImaginable: The World without
Christianity) pg 156. “There was no
such thing as humanitarian aid in the
ancient world. Outside of caring for
certain aristocrats or soldiers, medical
services were almost nonexistent. If

Figure 1 Depiction of an early Christian hospital treating the sick

you were sick, a Roman would go out
of his or her way to avoid you and you would likely have died without care. From
its earliest days, though, “Christianity demanded that all of its adherents aid
needy and sick people.” Says medical historian Guenter Risse. The early
Christians read the New Testament in such a way that they interpreted and put
into practice its command to welcome the outsider and alien and to build “special
communal shelter(s) and nursing services.” These shelters became the hospitals
we depend on today.”
Christian belief in the resurrection is important to me because it tells me death
does not have the last word. It didn’t have the last word with Jesus, and I don’t
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believe it has the last word with us. It means there is a Christian hope for the
future. I know that Christians have not always been life transforming. I would
imagine that some of you reading this have been hurt by the church or by wellmeaning Christians. But meeting this incredible God of love should be life
transforming. And Christ’s resurrection allows us to have that personal
relationship with the creator of the universe.
We have so much to celebrate. It feels like there is a
true resurrection of hope and hospitality within our
midst. It would be fun if spaghetti grew on trees, and
I’d love to try a left-handed whopper in Burger King;
but my prayer for you this Easter time is that you will
celebrate the resurrection of hope. On Good Friday it
was as bad as it could get for Jesus; and I hope you
will know the peace that comes from believing that
even when things are bad there is a real Christian
hope because of what we celebrate at Easter - resurrection and life.
What we believe has power over us. The power to heal and the power to
destroy. Meeting God face to face is life transforming. God will do something in
us (lift a hand up) which will allow God to do something through us (Put a hand
out).
Pastor Rev. Deena Wolfe
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: TERI WATANABE
For this month’s Member Spotlight, I chose Teri Watanabe. Teri
joined our church in February, transferring from Veneta along
with Pastor Deena. Teri preaches here at Trinity but also at
Monroe UMC. In addition, she is a member of Trinity’s
Innovation Team, sharing excellent guidance on how to revitalize
our church. She is a member of our conference’s Commission on
Equitable Compensation. Teri’s latest accomplishment becomes
official on July 1, when she becomes Chair of the Oregon-Idaho Board of
Ordained Ministry. The Board’s mission is to “help guide the church in nurturing,
recognizing, and empowering God’s call to ministry in our communities through
our values of Hospitality, Accountability, Grace, and Integrity. We are also
charged with the care and support of clergy conference membership.” Whether
from the pulpit or behind the scenes, Teri’s contributions are greatly appreciated.

Facilities Update
Our facility is looking pretty good these days, thanks to the diligent work of our Facilities
Team. The portion of the parsonage fence facing Maxwell Road is no longer falling
apart! It has been fully repaired and looks great.
Our Kitchen Renovation Project is
moving forward with great pace. The
new refrigerator to replace the broken
one in the big kitchen is ready much
sooner than anticipated. How soon? It’s
there right now! The fridge arrived and
was installed on May 2. Pictured here
are John Griffin and Kyle Cook with
our shiny new fridge.
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Moments in Trinity History
According to some historical documents I found, the first issue of Trinity Tidings
was published in March of 1949. It was then published on a monthly basis. This
tradition continues today with the issue you are now holding in your hand. Most
of the much older issues of the Tidings are long gone, but a few still remain. Each
month I will share some of what I found.
The first full service of Trinity UMC was October 10, 1948. Rev. Robert Burtner
delivered the sermon. Some of these older sermons have survived the ravages of
time and offer a fascinating peak into Trinity’s past. Burtner said of the church’s
beginnings:
“A rare opportunity is before us: to begin anew to minister to people in the
name of Christ and to seek to penetrate within the life of the community the
gospel of Jesus Christ. We had nothing to live down, and we had everything to
build up.”
We continue to build up.
The Cactus Club
My favorite finding thus far has to be the Cactus Club,
which apparently had nothing to do with cactus. At some
point during Reverend Burtner’s term of service (1940s1950s), a group called the “Cactus Club” emerged. The
club was later described as “an all-church, let’s-have-asmuch-fun-as-we-can group, working on a zero budget and an endless supply of
ingenuity. Parties were held whenever anyone had an inspiration.” No one seems
to know why the group was called that but, “whatever its name, older Trinitarians
remember these times as the warmest, best fellowship, most enjoyable episodes
in our history. In those days, we didn’t rely on a square box with a glass face for
entertainment… we made our own and loved it!”
Rebecca
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ASCENSION OF JESUS ACTIVITY
We celebrate Ascension Sunday on May 29th this year. 40 days after his resurrection, Jesus
appeared to the Apostles for the final time before ascending to Heaven through the clouds.
Christians traditionally feast on this day.

In the end your object should look
something like this ---------------------→
Pull the string and Jesus ascends into the
clouds!
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SMALL GROUPS/DISCIPLESHIP

The following small groups meet regularly at the church, in addition to the outside
groups that we host, including Pickleball, AA and NA.

WHAT

DAY

TIME

Sewing
Group

Tuesday

1-3 PM

Church
Fireside
Room

Carolyn
Loucks

541-6894586

Thursday
Coffee
Group

Thursday

10AM

Church
Office

LeAnn
Walker

541-6895230

Prayer
Group

Friday

Your Group
Here?

WHERE

12:30PM Church
Fireside
Room

CONTACT

PHONE

Cynthia
559-284Hurenkamp 5607

Do you have a great idea for a small group or cactus-style club?
We have spaces available and would love to add some new
groups to our list!

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Quick Fact: This month we will have one full moon, called the “Flower

Moon” by the Farmer’s Almanac. It reaches its peak on May 15-16. It
will coincide with a full lunar eclipse that should be at least partially
visible from our area of the Pacific Northwest. If we are lucky we will
get to see the moon turn a reddish color when its under the Earth’s shadow. It should
be a beautiful sight and a reminder of God’s splendor. Rejoice!
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Oregon-Idaho Conference 2022:
A Letter from Bishop Elaine Stanovsky

United Methodist Followers of Christ in the Oregon-Idaho Conference,
With this letter, I call the regular 2022 session of the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference
to meet online at the following times:
Legislative Assembly – April 29, 5-8 p.m. PT, 6-9 p.m. MT;
April 30, 8 a.m.-1 p.m. PT, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. MT.
OR-ID Clergy Session – May 31, 1:30 PT, 2:30 MT
GNW Laity Session – June 14, 6:30 p.m. PT, 7:30 p.m. MT
GNW Opening Session – June 19, evening
OR-ID Plenary Session – June 23, 9 a.m.-7 p.m. PT, 10 a.m.-8 p.m. MT
OR-ID Service of Ordination – June 24, daytime
GNW Closing Session – June 25, daytime
Please hold these dates on your calendar. Registration for this year’s conference
session and other related information is now available and can be accessed at:
http://umoi.org/ac
As individuals and together as the church, we continue to make our way through
unsettling times that test and strain the social fabric we all rely upon. A pandemic that
never seems to end truly, resistance to equity and justice for people of color and the
LGBTQIA+ community, global conflict and war unlike what has been seen in
generations, and a United Methodist Church, continuing to exhibit a fractious nature
has made us all weary. Enmity has grown while goodwill and even basic civility have
receded.
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As people of faith, we are called to be different and model a better way to be for the
world. The Apostle Paul writes these words of counsel in 1 Corinthians 16:13-14:
"Stay awake, stand firm in your faith, be brave, be bold.
Everything should be done in love."
At our annual conference sessions this year, we will reflect on these words of holy
advice as encapsulated in our theme, Called to be: alert, faithful, brave … Love. In
these unsettling times, how can we live into this call so that we may continue – and
begin again – the transformative, life-giving work God would have us do? Paul’s words
suggest we must hold fast to our convictions without resorting to the animosity only
possible when we speak and act absent love.
As the Oregon-Idaho Conference prepares to meet, may these words guide our work
as we prepare legislation and reports and hold clergy and laity sessions ahead of our
online conference sessions.
May God grant us the wisdom and the courage for the living of these days.

Bishop Elaine JW Stanovsky
Greater NW Episcopal Area
_____________________________________________________________________
Did you know?
We now have an Automated External Defibrillator (AED). An AED is used to help
those experiencing sudden cardiac arrest. It's a sophisticated, yet easy-to-use,
medical device that can analyze the heart's rhythm and, if necessary, deliver an
electrical shock, or defibrillation, to help the heart re-establish an effective
rhythm. It is located in the Fellowship Hall near the entrance to the Sanctuary. A
big thank you to Marcia Claypool for providing funding for this life-saving device.
The Church will be offering training sessions on proper use of the device. Dates
and times for these trainings will be announced soon.
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MAY BIRTHDAYS
MAY 10- TOM RYDBOM
MAY 12- AL KIMURA
MAY 15- ELY CLELAND
MAY 16- ROBIN SCOTT
MAY 18- DANNY STEPHENS
MAY 19- REBECCA WETMORE-COOK
MAY 25- ANN BROWN
MAY 30- RUSS SIROTEK
MAY 31- KATHY CLELAND

ANNIVERSARIES
MAY 17- AL & JOYCE KIMURA
MAY 20- MARK & DONNA ANDERSON
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The Servant-King: An Exercise in Hospitality
Before Jesus was crucified, he celebrated the Passover meal with his disciples. Before
eating, Jesus washed the disciples’ feet. Even though this was a job for a servant, Jesus
washed and dried the feet of his disciples. In John 13:14-15, Jesus says, “Now that I, the
Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I
have set an example that you should do as I have done for you.” Jesus was teaching his
disciples about being willing to serve. In the same way, we are called to serve others.
Think of some ways that you can serve those around you. In these four boxes, write
and/or draw of how you might serve those in your home, school, neighborhood, or
church. Then, try to actually do at least two of them.
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Upcoming Worship Schedule
May 1: Pastor Deena preaches: Acts 9:1-10; Psalm 30;
Revelation 5:11-14; John 21:1-19
May 8: To Be Announced
May 15: Sue Mulvihill preaches
May 22: Pastor Deena preaches: Acts 16: 9-15; Psalm 67;
Revelation 21:10, 22:5; John 14:23-29
May 29: ASCENSION SUNDAY- Pastor Deena preaches: Acts 16:16-34;
Psalm 97, Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21; John 17:20-26
June 5: PENTECOST SUNDAY (wear red!)- Pastor Deena preaches:
Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Romans 8:14-17; John 14:8-7
June 12: Pastor Deena preaches: Proverbs 8:1-4, 21-31; Psalm 8;
Romans 5: 1-5; John 16:12-5

Join us for in-person or online worship at 10:30am every Sunday.
440 Maxwell Road, Eugene, Oregon 97404
www.trinityumceugene.org
June 2022 Trinity UMC Tidings Deadline is May 26th
We welcome your news and articles for upcoming newsletters.
Please submit articles in person or by email office@trinityumceugene.org.
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